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lraqi-Americans to ship aid to homeland 

.SOUTHFIELD, Michigan (AP) Traqf-Americans and other Middle 
East immigrants have raised $160,000 to pay for medical supplies for 
war-ravaged Iraq. “It's a peopie-to-people, humanitarian venture," Paul 
Vincent, president of Victims of War, said. “We’re addressing it' to the 
American public, anyone who is concerned about the plight of children.** 
Some of the Detroit area's 50,000 Chaldeans, from a Christian minority in 
Iraq, formed the fand-nrising organisation with Arab and non-Arab 
Muslim groups to raise $200,000, and have already got four-fifths of that, 
Vincent said. Victims of War hopes to raise an 'additional $1 million by 
April, be said. Vincent said he was hopeful the Bush administration would 
allow the medical supplies to be sent to Iraq. He said White House Chief 

' of Staff John Sununu told an Arab- American medical group that approval 
was likely. White House press officials didn't immediately return a can 
seeking comment. Vincent said- conditions m Baghdad and other Iraqi 
dries, where bomb damage has left no fresh water or electricity, make 
ideal conditions for epidemic diseases. “The situation is so acute that 
surgeries, amputarioos are being performed without anaesthesia." Vin- 
cent said. 



An indeperg^gESiab political daily publis 

tg ) jili jji a i /iU 2utui£U jc 2aj*Lkj' 



pordaiVross Foundation 




U.S. may base combat Jets in Gulf 

LANGLEY AIR FORCE BASE. Virginia (AP) — The United States 
may leave combat aircraft permanently based in Saudi Arabia or other 
Gulf nations, the air force's top civilian official said Friday. Following 
Iraq's invasion of Kuwait last August. Saudi Arabia, with Iraqi troops 
poised at its border, welcomed the deployment to the regionof hundreds 
of thousands of allied troops and more than 1.000 planes. Bui permanent 
peacetime basing would be unprecedented in a region that has traditional- 
ly been highly suspicious of outside interference. U.S. President George 
Bud) announced the large-scale recall of U.S. troops Wednesday night. 
But be indicated some forces, most likely naval and air, would remain as a 
security measure. Donald Rice, the air force secretary, said no decisions 
bad been made, but that he believed a limited U.S. air presence “might 
make sense.” as pan of a new security arrangement for the Gulf. 
“Depending on the arrangements that the secretary of state works out 
with the other nations of the region, it's possible that pan of that 
arrangement could be some land-based air presence in some of those 
countries in the long term,” Wee said. 
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Syria, Egypt welcome call, Israel muted 

Jordan, PLO see positive 
elements in Bush’s call 


< for Middle East peace 


Combined agency dispatches 

JORDAN said Friday it saw 
many positive elements in U.S. 
President George Bush's call for 
peace between Israel and its Arab 
neighbours. 

“For the first time the United 
States is explicitly calling for a 
settlement of the Arab-Israeli 
conflict on the basis of U.N. 
Security Council resolutions 242 
and 338," a senior official said. 

The two resolutions, accepted 
by Jordan and the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) but 
rejected by Israel, call for an 
Israeli withdrawal from Arab 
territory m return for peace. 

“Bush also insisted on com- 
pliance with U.N. resolutions and 
recognised that the Palestinians 
had legitimate political rights and 
these are positive elements,” the 
^official told Reuters. 

Bush said m a speech Wednes- 
day the allied victory in the Gtilf 
war had set the stage for a resolu- 
tion o* the Arab-Israeli conflict. 

The Jordanian official noted 
that the U.S. president, riding on 
a historic tide of popularity at 
home, had chosen Congress as a 
platform for his call to end the 
43-year-old conflict between 
Israel and its Arab, neigh boors. 

The timing of the spec eft. on 
the eve of a Middle East visit by' 
U.S. Secretary of State James 


Baker, added more significance, 
he said. 

But Bush did not mention the 
PLO, which Arabs and most of 
the international community see 
as the Palestinians’ sole legiti- 
mate representative in any peace 
talks, and (fid not specifically 
refer to any international Middle 
East peace conference. 

Israel on Thursday dismissed 
Bash’s speech, while the PLO 
welcomed what it called its “posir 
live elements.” 

Israel, fearing it might have to 
give up Arab territories it took, 
from Jordan, Egypt and Syria 
during the 1967 Middle East war, 
has not accepted Resolution 242 
and opposes the peace confer- 
ence, which is backed by the 
European Community. 

Jordan was officially neutral in 
the Gulf war, but massive public 
support for Iraq temporarily 
strained its relations with West- 
ern and Arab aHies. 

Jordan is concerned that 
attempts by some Arab coon tries 
in tiie anti-Iraq coalition, mainly 
Egypt and Syria, to discredit the 
PLO and deny it a role in any 
future talks as a punishment for 
its_pn>Iraqi stand. 

Foreign Minister Taher AI 
Masri said Jordan was^not sur- 
prised by Israel’s dismissal of 
Bush’s peace call. -“What really 
counts is to see how the world is 


going to deal with this Israeli 
rejection,” be told the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra. 

Masri said the United States 
and the world community bad to 
show the same commitment to 
implementing U.N. resolutions 
on the Arab-Israeli conflict as it 
showed on those to end Iraq's 
occupation of Kuwait. 

And in a reference to U.S. bias 
in favour of Israel, the Arabic- 
Ianguage daily Al Ra’i dismissed 
Bush's offer as a ploy to absorb 
Arab anger at the lack of U.S. 
action on the Palestinian problem 
(see page 4 for Arabic newspapers 
reaction). 

Jordanian and Palestinian lead- 
ers Thursday welcomed Washing- 
ton’s vow to seek a land-for- 
peace settlement to Arab-Israeli 
conflict. 

Masri said: “Jordan has always 
believed that a solution to the 
Arab-Israeli dispute should be 
based on United Nations Security 
Council resolutions 242 and 338.” 

“We welcome Washington's 
pledge to solve regional disputes 
and we see that this could be 
done through the convening of an 
international peace conference,” 
Masri told Radio Jordan. 

The U.S. agreed to the idea: of 
such a conference in a U.N. 
resolution approved during the. 

(Continued on page 4) 


Baker starts Middle 


Bush 


East tour, welcomes 


outlines 


talks with Palestinians 


RIYADH (Agencies) — U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker 
arrived in Saudi Arabia Friday. 
^ starting a diplomatic search for 
Middle East peace after the Gulf 
war. 

Saudi Foreign Minister Prince 
Saud Al Faisal met Baker on his 
arrival at Riyadh airport on the 
first leg of a nine-day tour of the 
Middle East, the Soviet Union 
and Turkey. 

- Baker arrived eight days after 
the end of the six- week Gulf war. 

U.S. President George Bush 
said this week that the end of the 
war had opened a path to Arab- 
Israeli peace and pledged to pur- 
sue a settlement without impos- 
ing one. 

Baker mil meet leaders of 
Sandi Arabia — a key Gulf war 
ally — and will also hold weekend 
talks with eight Arab states on a 
peacekeeping force in the Gulf. 
On Sunday, he leaves for 
l/Egypt and then visits Israel, 
Syria, the Soviet Union and Tur- 
key. __ _ 

Baker said during his flight 
from the United States that he 
would be willing to meet Palesti- 
nians if they asked. 

“If Palestinians want to meet, I 
would of coarse be pleased to 
meet with them,” Baker, who is 
to visit Israel for the first time on 
Monday, told reporters travelling 
with him. 

But he said Washington did not 
consider this the right time for an 
international Middle East peace 
conference, despite renewed 
pressure from some allies to pur- 
sue that approach. 

Commenting on prospects 
4 arms limitation agreements in the 
r Middle East, he said that while 
there appeared to be broad con- 
sensus on banning weapons of 
mass de st r u ction, such as chemic- 
al and nuclear weapons, it would 
be difficult to agree on prohibit- 
ing conventional aims in the re- 
gion. 

Baker endorsed an Arab agree- 
ment for a regional peacekeeping 
force reached in Damascus on 
Friday, saying: “We are pleased 
with what was decided there.’.' 
The force would rely heavily on 
Syrian and Egyptian troops. 

*&¥ Baker said he would meet the 
emir of Kuwait, Sheikh Jaber AI 
Ahmad At Sabah, in Taif, Saudi 
Arabia, on Saturday. 

He will travel later that day to 
Kuwait for talks with the Kuwaiti 


crown prince and prime minister. 
Sheikh Saad Al Abdulla Al 
Sabah. 

U.Jk officials said they did not 
expect the redusive emir to re- 
turn to Kuwait until March 16, 
the start of the Muslim fasting 
month of Ramadan. 

Despite Baker’s willingness to 
meet Palestinians while in the 
Middle East, a senior U.S. offi- 
cial said the secretary of state had 
not sought a meeting himself 
because Palestinians “are in a 
state of turmoil in the aftermath 
of their support for (Iraqi Presi- 
dent) Saddam Hussein... and we 
don’t want in any way to exacer- 
bate that and we don't want to be 
seen as somehow annotating cer- 
tain Palestinians.” 

The issue of who represents the 
Palestinians in talks with Israel 
has for a long time scuttled peace 
efforts. Palestinians and Arabs 
say the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) is the 
Palestinian people’s representa- 
tive, but Israel refuses to deal 
with the PLO, calling it a terrorist 
group. 

Political analysts say broad 
Palestinian support for Iraq has 
badly hurt their standing in post- 
war peace moves. 

President George Bush, 
addressing congress on Wednes- 
day night, reaffirmed long- 
standing U.S. policy that Israel 
must trade territory for peace, a 
view rejected by Israel’s hardline 
government: 

Despite the fact that U.S. offi- 
cials see Jordan as important to 
regional stability. Baker is not 
visiting Amm an on this trip be- 
cause “of the disappointment that 
we felt and fed about the manner 
in which Jordan expressed its 
support for Iraq in the recent 
crisis,” a senior U.S. official said. 

After their country withstood 
Iraqi Scud missile attacks, Israeli 
officials were expected to tell 
Baker that the Golf war proved 
more than ever that the Jewish 
state needs the occupied territor- 
ies. 

But a senior official close to 
Baker said: “It does not appear 
to me that the occupied territor- 
ies played any part in mitigating 
the Scud attacks.” 

Baker will pursue a two-track 
approach to peace, involving 
Israel and the Arab states on the 

(Continued m page 4) 


Mideast 

peace 

drive 

From Rania Atalla 
in Washington 

AS U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker embarked on his fust Mid- 
dle East trip following the Gulf 
war, only hours after President 
George Bush reiterated that a 
comprehensive and lasting peace 
in die Middle East could only be 
based on the principle of land for 
peace, guaranteeing, simul- 
taneously, Israeli security and 
Palestinian political rights. 

“A comprehensive peace must 
be grounded in U.N. Security 
Council Resolutions 242 and 338, 
and the principle of territory for 
peace,” Bush said in an address 
to a joint session of Congress 
Wednesday evening (Thursday 
morning Jordan time). “This 
principle must be elaborated to 
provide for Israel's security and 
recognition, and, at the same 
time, for legitimate Palestinian 
political rights.” 

While the U.S. president called 
on all parties to the Arab-Israeli 
conflict to show readiness for 
compromise, in a statement 
apparently aimed at Israel in par- 
ticular, Bush said “geography 
cannot guarantee security, and 
security does not come from 
military power alone.” 

In what can be characterised as 
the administration’s two-track 
approach to the settlement of the 
major conflict in the Middle East, 
Bush referred to the need to 
“dose the gap” between Israel 
and the Arab states and between' 
Israelis and Palestinians. 

Although they do not claim 
there is any “plan” to settle the 
issue. Department of State offi- 
cials have indicated the U.S de- 
sire to move “simul tan eons ly” on 
these two tracks, in order to 
achieve agreement between Arab 
states and Israel on the one hand, - 
and, at the same time if posable, 
get talks underway between 
Israel and the Palestinians on the 
other. These two tracks are 
meant to complement one 
another, officials said. 

The Washington Post quoted 

[ (Continued on page 4) 
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Appreciative of Jordan 
stand, EC urges total 
solution to region problems 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Euro- 
pean Community (EC) fully 
understands and appredates Jor- 
dan’s position with regard to the 
Middle East question and the 
Palestine problem, and will pur- 
sue means to support His Majesty 
King Hussein's peace efforts, a 
statement by the three European 
Community foreign ministers 
who ended a brief visit to Jordan 
Friday, said. 

A peaceful solution to the re- 
gion’s problems has to be com- 
prehensive, covering all political 
and economic issues and dealing 
with the Palestine problem in air 
its aspects, Jacques Poos of Lux- 
embourg said before leaving Am- 
man for Tripoli, Libya Friday 
morning. 

Any solution for the Middle 
East questions should be based 
on international legitimacy and 
on the implementation of U.N. 
Security Council resolutions re- 
lated to the Palestine problem. 
Poos whose country heads the EC 
council of ministers said in his 
statement carried by the Jordan 


News Agency, Petra. 

Poos and foreign ministers 
Gianni de Michelis of Italy and 
Hans van den Broek of the 
Netherlands held talks with King 
Hussein, His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan and senior 
Jordanian government officials. 

Our visit aimed at identifying 
Jordan's views with regard to the 
developments in the region and 
current international efforts to 
solve the Palestine problem. Poos 
said in a statement before depar- 
ture. 

King Hussein has comprehen- 
sively presented the Jordanian 
stand during the talks. Poos said. 
The European Community be- 
lieves that efforts for peace in the 
region should involve Jordan 
which is one of the main parties 
to the conflict, the minister said. 

The EC delegation has not yet 
reached any conclusions from 
their tour in the region, he said. 
The ministers have so far visited 
Syria and Israel.as well as Jordan. 
The ministers plan to hold further 
consultations with a number of 


countries in the Maghreb Union 
before submitting a report to the 
EC council of ministers in Brus- 
sels, Poos said. 

According to Petra, King Hus- 
sein stressed to the EC “troika" 
delegation the role which the 
Palestinians must shoulder in any 
peaceful settlement to the Pales- 
tine problem. The King express- 
ed Jordan's readiness tp play a 
positive role to bring about secur- 
ity and peace to the region, Petra 
added. 

The EC troika, Petra said, 
affirmed the EC's belief that in- 
ternational legitimacy should be 
applied in all cases on equal 
footing including the Arab-Israeli 
conflict and the Palestine prob- 
lem and also in bringing about 
political and economic security 
and stability to the region. 

The troika arrived in Amman 
at the end of a visit to occupied 
Palestine where they met Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
and foreign minister David Levy 

(Continued on page 5) 


Jordan to resume oil imports 
from Iraq as soon as possible 


By Ghadeer Taher 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Jordan will re- 
sume oD imports from Iraq, 
“very soon” to replenish shor- 
tages resulting from the U.S.- 
led bombardment of Jordanian 
tanker trucks carrying oil on 
the Amman-Baghdad high- 
way. official sources confirmed 
Thursday. 

The sources said the 
Jordanian tracks will resume 
the transport operation as soon 
as it is confirmed that the Iraqi 
oil loading terminal is ready to 
continue shipments and the 
Baghdad-Amman highway is 
safe. They pointed out that the 
option of imports from Syria 
and Yemen would remain 
open. 

Jordanian transport industty 
sources said that four tanker 
tracks were sent to Baghdad 
Wednesday on a trial run be- 
fore the transport operation is 


given the green light. 

The manager of a large 
Jordanian transport company 
said that bis trucks have 
finished unloading 100,000 
tonnes of Yemeni crude oil 
from a ship which docked at 
Aqaba two weeks ago. The 
shipment was unloaded at the 
Jordan refinery terminals at 
Zarka. 

According to the company, 
Jordan has not imported any 
oil for the past 16 days while it 
was consuming 7,000 tonnes of 
oil a day compared to a pre- 
crisis rate of 10,000 tonnes. 
The manager said that 
the decline in consumption was 
the result of the government- 
introduced energy conserva- 
tion programme. 

He said that in the past 16 
days, Jordan consumed about 
120,000 tonnes of oD, which is 
more than the entire tanker 
shipment from Yemen. 

Informed sources told the 


Jordan Times that the U.S. 
approached four Jordanian 
transport companies to send 
trucks to help in the transport 
of oil to Kuwait, or at least to 
send tracks with Turkish driv- 
ers if Jordanian drivers were 
not able to go. 

But transport industry 
sources denied the reports. 

“I represent the biggest 
transport company in Jordan 
and I have not heard of this 
matter," the company mana- 
ger said. “Even if it is true, we 
are not ready to send our 
trucks to Saudi Arabia under 
the present conditions.” 

He said the Saudi authorities 
have maintained a ban on 
Jordanian trucks as well as 
Jordanian drivers, refusing 
them entry into the Kingdom. 

“Our priority is to serve 
Jordan and not Saudi Arabia," 
be said. “And since Jordan 

(Con t faned on page 4) 


Israeli extremists claim 
explosion at PLO Algiers office 


ALGIERS (AP) — A letter 
bomb exploding in the Algiers 
office of Fateh, the mainstream 
PLO faction, killed two officials 
and wounded two others, PLO 
sources said Friday. 

An anonymous telephone cal- 
ler to the Associated Press 
bureau in Nicosia, Cyprus, 
claimed responsibility in the 
name of the Kach Party, an 
extreme-right wing Jewish group. 

The caller, speaking F.nglkh 
with a thick Israeli accent, said 
the bomb was addressed to PLO 
Chairman Yasserr Arafat. The 
attack came in revenge for the 
assasssraation of Kach leader 
Rabbi Meir Kahane last year in 
New York. 


PLO sources said the explosion 
at 3 p.ra. (1100 GMT) Thursday 
killed Ahmad Abdul Hafiz and 
Yasser Jaradat, both in their late 
20s, according to the PLO 
sources in Algiers and Tonis. 

• They said the wounded were in 
critical condition, but wonld not 
provide their identities. 

The Palestinian News Agency 
(WAFA) said Friday the explo- 
sion that killed two of Arafat’s 
bodyguards in Algiers was caused 
by a gas leak. 

An Arab diplomatic source 
dose to the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation said the victims 
were members of the elite 
“Group 17," charged with pro- 
tecting Yasser Arafat and other 


PLO officials. 

Howeve, the PLO sources de- 
nied this was the case, and said 
that Arafat does not frequent the 
building when he is in Algiers. 

Arafat was reportedly in Tunis 
at the time of the blast in the 
central Algiers building which 
houses offices for a handful of 
liberation movements, including 
several Palestinian factions. 

One PLO source in Algiers 
said the blast in the fourth-fioor 
Fateh offices was caused by 
“highly explosive substances con- 
cealed in a brown envelope.” He 
said it was not dear to whom the 
letter was addressed because the 
witnesses were lying unconscious 
in an Algiers hospital. 


Iraqi opposition 
says it rejected 
Baghdad ‘offer’ 
to share power 


Combined agency dispatches 

AN IRAQI opposition leader 
said Friday President Saddam 
Hussein offered two days ago to 
share political power with Kur- 
dish and Shi’ite opponents. 

But the plan was rejected, said 
Sheikh Mohsin Al Husseini, an 
executive member of the supreme 
coundl for the Islamic revolution 
in Iraq. 

This was the first word of any 
concession to rebels by President 
Hussein, who has made no public 
comment on the reported revolt 
in Iraq’s Kurdish north and 
Shi’ite south. 

Iraq said on Friday an official 
of the ruling Baath Party had met 
the mayor of Basra, previously 
reported killed by rebels claiming 
control of the southern port. 

Baghdad Radio said Abdul 


Ghani Abdul Ghafour, the party 
official in charge of Iraq's south- 
ern region, discussed with the 
mayor ways of providing aid to 
people in Basra. 

The radio said the meeting 
took place on Wednesday but did 
not say whether it was held in the 
port. 

Refugees fleeing southern Iraq 
to Kuwait reported that rebels 
had killed the mayor of Basra and 
other Baath Party officials in the 
first day of their uprising last 
week. 

Baghdad Radio did not name 
the Basra mayor. 

It said Abdul Ghafour praised 
the “steadfastness of the people 
of Basra and their struggle to 
defend Iraq... under the banner 
of Saddam Hussein.” 

(Continued on page S) 


Baghdad releases 1,200 
Kuwaitis; Iraqi PoWs 
head home on Monday 


SAFWAN, occupied Iraq (R) — 
Some 1,200 Kuwaitis seized in 
their homeland two weeks ago 
and taken to Iraq came home on 
Friday after being uncere- 
moniously dumped on the bor- 
der. 

‘Twenty school buses were 
eventually rounded up to trans- 
port the hungry and thirsty men, 
abandoned on the frontier by the 
Iraqis just before midnight. 

But they came too late for 200 
who, cursing their government 
for not being on hand to welcome 
them, started to walk to Kuwait 
City, 130 kilometres south as the 
sun rose over the desert. 

“If this is how the children of 
Kuwait are treated we will make 
our own way to our homes, from 


which we were forcibly taken, 
even if we have to walk,” shouted 
one man. 

The others, some with rags for 
shoes and some begging water 
from photographers, cheered. 

Also Friday Iraq said that K 
was bolding a further two Amer- 
ican military men but would hand 
them over to the International 
Committee of the Red Cross later 
in the day. 

The Iraqi PoWs will begin re- 
turning home in groups of several 
hundred a day starting from next 
Monday, the U.S. military said 

It said several hundred Iraqi 
prisoners wonld initially be re- 
patriated each day. But the flow 
was expected to increase. 


2 Palestinians wounded 
in Jerusalem explosion 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
— A Palestinian blew his hand off 
when an explosive device he was 
preparing went off in Arab East 
Jerusalem on Friday, Israel police 
said. 

A second Palestinian was 
slightly wounded in the blast in 
the Sur Bahir neighbourhood of 
‘the city, they said. 

Palestinians in East Jerusalem 
and the 1.75 million Arabs in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip have waged a revolt against 
Israeli rule for 39 months. 

The explosion occurred as 
Canadian External Affairs Minis- 
ter Joe Clark met leading Palesti- 
nian nationalists at the home of 
Faisal Al Husseini in another 
East Jerusalem neighbourhood. 

Clashes between Arabs and 
Jews in East Jerusalem intensi- 
fied this week following the stab- 
bing death of a Jewish theological 


student by Palestinians in the 
Muslim Quarter of Jerusalem's 
Old City on Feb. 28. 

Police arrested 22 Arab stu- 
dents during clashes m East Jeru- 
salem Thursday. 

On Wednesday night, police 
clamped a curfew on the East 
Jerusalem neighbourhood of Issa- 
wiyeh after dozens of residents 
stoned Jewish motorists and 
smashed the windscreens of two 
cars. 

Clashes in East Jerusalem had 
subsided during the Gulf war 
when most Palestinians were 
under curfew. 

Before the war, there was a. 
wave of stabbings in revenge for’ 
the Israeli police kilting of 18 
Palestinians at Jerusalem’s AI 
Aqsa Mosque in October. 

Israelis have killed at least 774 
Palestinians in the uprising. 


‘Martial law might be 


extended in Kuwait 9 


KUWAIT CITY (AP) — 
Kuwait's prime minister has said 
martial law might be extended 
beyond three months and indi- 
cated parliamentary elections 
would depend on the return of 
political stability. 

But Crown Prince Saad AI 
Sabah stressed Kuwait was on the 
path towards greater democracy. 
He denied some reports that 
members of his ruling Al Sabah 
family had organised “death 
squads" to eliminate political 
opponents. 

The prince told a news confer- 
ence that he has ordered a thor- 
ough investigation into the shoot- 
ing of Hamad Al Ju’an, a former 
parliamentarian and outspoken 
but moderate advocate of demo- 
cracy. 

Hamad was shot by an un- 
known assailant shortly after die 
withdrawal of Iraqi forces from 
Kuwait and is recovering from his 
wounds. The circumstances sur- 


rounding the shooting are still 
unclear. 

The prince also denied reports 
that large numbers of Palestinians 
had been detained and some of 
them beaten and tortured for 
alleged collaboration with Iraqi 
forces during their seven-month 
occupation of Kuwait. 

He • said only a “very small 
number” were being held and 
would be processed through the 
legal system. “I would like to 
assure everyone that the rule of 
law will prevail and that it will be 
applied to all without discrimina- 
tion,” the prince said. 

Hospital and resistance offi- 
cials Wednesday said Kuwaiti 
army and resistance personnel 
are beating scores of alleged 
Palestinian collaborators, bunt- 
ing them with cigarettes and hit- 
ting them with typeriters and 
chairs. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Iraq will hand ICRC 
40 missing j ournalists 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraq 
said Friday 40 Western journal- 
ists who were missing in southern 
Iraq had been brought to Bagh- 
dad and would be handed over to 
the Red Cross. 

The news came as the last of 
almost 60 foreign journalists who 
were given explusion orders two 
days ago left in a convoy of trucks 
for the Jordanian border. 

A statement carried by Iraqi 
News Agency (INA) said the 40 
missing journalists, including two 
women, had been found during 
an “illegal” visit to the southrem 
city of Basra. 

It said they would be handed 
over to representatives of the 
International Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC) later Friday. 

The journalists left Kuwait last 
Sunday to cover a reported upris- 
ing in Basra by forces opposed to 
President Saddam Hussein. 

Earlier Friday, two American 
CBS television newsmen, Chris 
Everson and Tim Dickey, were 


returned to U.S. military control 
in occupied southern Iraq, the 
Pentagon said in Washington. 

Pentagon officials put the total 
number of foreign journalists still 
in Iraq at 38, rather than Bagh- 
dad's estimate of 40. 

INA listed the journalists as 11 
Americans, 17 French, two Bri- 
tons, three Italians, two Norwe- 
gians. one Spaniard, two Brazi- 
lians, one Irish citizen and one 
Uruguayan. 

The agency said: “The Iraqi 
authorities have found the fore- 
ign journalists whom the media 
reported as having gone missing 
during their illegal presence in 
Basra. 

“They were taken to Baghdad 
yesterday, and the authorities will 
hand them over to Red Cross 
representatives in Baghdad to- 
day.” 

Iraq also announced Friday 
that another two U.S. servicemen 
would be handed to the Red 
Cross later in the day. The Iraqi 


authorities had said previously that 
all American prisoners of war had 
been released. 

Only a few local journalists 
working for foreign media orga- 
nisations and the foreign crews of 
two London-based television 
news organisations. Visnews and 
WTN, are still working out of 
Baghdad. 

On Thursday, after it had 
ordered the journalists to leave, 
Iraq accused the Western media 
of spreading lies and belittling 
Iraqi and Arab achievements. 

Dozens of cars carried the re- 
porters, photographers, camera- 
men and technicians. Several 
trucks carrying satellite dishes 
and other heavy equipment 
trailed behind. 

The expulsion of foreign media 
representatives left a handful of 
Arab and Third W’orld nationals 
in the Iraqi capital, reporting only 
for newspapers or periodicals of 
countries viewed friendly by the 
government. 


Allied divers remove 
mines from Kuwaiti ports 


SHUAIBA PORT, Kuwait (R) 
— Allied divers working by touch 
in filthy oil-polluted waters 
checked Kuwait’s main deep-sea 
harbour on Friday for Iraqi 
mines. 

“We expect to have the port 
clear by tomorrow at the latest,” 
said U.S. Navy Captain John 


Shick. 

He heads a team of 66 Amer- 
ican. British and Australian di- 
vers who spend at least an hour a 
day, 50 feet (IS metres) deep in 
dark, oil-polluted and silted wa- 
ters groping for mines. 

Over the past ten days, “we 
found no underwater mines but 


Tunisian Islamic 
group suspends activity 

TUNIS (R) — Three leaders of 
Tunisia's Islamic fundamentalist 
movement Nahdha, the country's 
main opposition group, said on 
Friday they were suspending op- 
erations. 

The announcement brought 
Nahdha, which enjoyed wide sup- 
port before it split over the Gulf 
crisis, close to collapse. 

Police arrested six of the ten 
members of Nahdha’s executive 
bureau and dozens of activists 
accused of planning terrorist 
attacks. Three of the four still at 
large said they were ceasing activ- 
ity in the movement. 

“We proclaim the freezing of 
our membership and our activity 
within the Nahdha," said Abdel- 
fettah Mourou, the movement’s 
number two in a joint statement 
signed by the three. 

The others are Fadhel Beldi, 
considered a hardliner, and Be- 
naissa Demni, editor of the fun- 
damentalist newspaper Al-Fajr. 

The three said they withdrew 
because “it appears certain young 
members of the movement were 
implicated in the attack” against 
the offices of the ruling RCD 
(Rassemblement Constitutionnel 
Democratique) party. 

Three people were wounded in 
that attack in Tunis on February 


17. 

The Gulf conflict split the 
movement. Party Chief Rached 
Ghannouchi. who lives in exile, 
favours Iraq. Others like Mourou 
and Hamadi Jabali had links with 
Saudi Arabia, which allegedly 
funded the party. 

Nahdha. considered the second 
most important political group 
after the RCD, is not officially 
recognised but its activities have 
been tolerated and Al-Fajr 
allowed on sale. 

To accentuate the rift and stop 
Nahdha capitalising on pro-Iraqi 
sentiment, the government exer- 
cised what one analyst called 
“selective repression.” 

Until last week authorities 
foiled every attempt by pro-Iraqi 
fundamentalist groups to stage 
protests while allowing demon- 
strations by trade unions and 
other opposition parties. 

Since last month's attack on the 
RCD offices, analysts say, the 
movement has been discredited 
in the eyes of the public and 
opposition parties. 

“Clearly the Tunisian govern- 
ment has succeeded in averting 
the fundamentalist peril during 
the Gulf crisis,” one western di- 
plomat said. 


that does not mean there aren't 
any left,” Shick said. 

A dozen 145-kilogrammes 
Iraqi-made contact mines were 
washed ashore near here. One sat 
on a jetty looking like a big 
brown crab with its bloated belly 
up. 

As part of the ceasefire terms 
agreed last Sunday. Iraqi military 
commanders disclosed they had 
laid 1.117 mines in the northern 
Gulf. 

Allied navies had recovered 
about 100 mines so far, British 
Royal Navy Lieutenant Steve 
Marshall said. 

“The Iraqis gave us boundaries 
and there is no evidence to suggest 
that what they told us is not 
accurate,” Marshall said. 

But allied forces are taking no 
chances. “We work under the 
assumption there are mines in 
this port,” Shick said. 

Because of the poor visibility, 
small remote-controlled sub- 
marines ordinarily used in under- 
water mine disposal are ineffec- 
tive. Marshall said. “Everything 
is done by tactile search,” he 
said. 

“You bump into things before 
you see them,” said Petty Officer 
Dickie Peake. 

Heavy smoke from burning oil- 
fields blots out the sun. “There is 
no light and the mud doesn't 
help.” he said. 

“It’s cold, dirty and there’s 
nothing down there to look at, it's 
not very nice.” said leading diver 
David Mitchell after an hour 
underwater. “It's about the worst 
kind of dive you can think of." 

Divers don disposable white 
suits over their black wetsuits 
before jumping into the murky 
waters. “There’s so much oil that 
it messes up our equipment,” 
Marshall said. 


Pakistan 
seeks 
Gulf jobs 

ISLAMABAD (R1 — A Pakista- 
ni mission left for the Gulf Friday 
seeking construction contracts 
and some 150,000 jobs for Pakis- 
tanis in Kuwait and Saudi Arabia. 

Mission leader. Labour and 
Manpower Minister Mohammad 
Ejaz-Ul-Haq. told reporters be- 
fore leaving for Saudi Arabia that 
Pakistan would also offer services 
for clearing landmines left in 
Kuwait by the invading Iraqi 
troops. 

He said he was carrying a 
special message from Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif to Kuwaiti 
Emir Sheikh Jaber A1 Ahmad A1 
Sabah containing Pakistan’s offer 
of services for the reconstruction 
of Kuwait, ravaged in the Gulf 
conflict. 

Ejaz. son of late military Presi- 
dent Mohammad Zia-UI-Haq, is 
due to meet the emir in the Saudi 
resort town of Taif. 

He said Kuwait was facing an 
acute shortage of food, and talks 
would be held concerning food 
exports. Pakistan was considered 
sending a rice gift to Kuwait, be 
added. 

The possibility of exporting ce- 
ment, steel and other building 
materials will also be explored, 
he said. 

A U.S. construction company 
securing a big contract in Kuwait 
has asked Pakistan if it can supply 

100.000 workers, Ejaz said. 

He said he expected some 

150.000 Pakistani workers to be 
exported to Kuwait and Saudi 
Arabia. 

But some individuals who fled 
Kuwait after the Aug. 2 Iraqi 
invasion think the emirate could 
accommodate between 250,000 
and 300.000 Pakistani workers. 

The Pakistani delegation also 
intends to visit Kuwait to meet 
Crown prince Sheikh Saad AI 
Abdullah Al-Sabah and other 
officials in charge of restoring 
order after the Gulf war. 

The mission is likely to take up 
compensation demands for losses 
estimated between SI billion and 
$3 billion incurred by about 

90.000 Pakistanis who fled 
Kuwait after the invasion. 

Pakistan was one of the non- 
Gulf countries worst hit by the 
conflict, with costs estimated at 
S1.2 billion in a full year caused 
by more expensive oil imports, 
higher freight and insurance 
charges and the loss of remitt- 
ances. 

But government officials say 
the war would raise Pakistan’s 
budget deficit by an extra S2.4 
billion. 

“If Pakistan explores the mar- 
ket and sends the right people, 

250.000 to 300,000 Pakistanis can 
go there,” said Shafaatullah Mir- 
za, ’ chairman of the Overseas 
Pakistanis' Welfare Association 
(OPWA). 

The OPWA estimates the los- 
ses to Pakistanis in Kuwait at 
more than $3 billion in lost busi- 
ness, bank deposits, cash, cars 
and other property, salaries and 
other dues. 


Iraqi opposition: Arab 
states offer military aid 


DAMASCUS (R) — An Iraqi 
opposition leader says Arab 
states have pledged military aid 
to help topple the Iraqi lead- 
ership. 

Jala! Talebani told a joint news 
conference with other emigre 
leaders that unidentified Arab 
governments and other countries 
had responded positively to re- 
quests for weapons and food from 
rebels who have challenged Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein’s rule 
in two dozen Iraqi cities and 
towns. 

Exiled opposition leaders said 
on Thursday their groups will 
meet in Beirut on Sunday to 
discuss unity moves. 

They proclaimed successes on 
several fronts in the wake of the 
Gulf war. There was no indepen- 
dent confirmation of their claims. 

The rebels insist they control 
Iraq’s second city of Basra, but 
U.S. military sources in Saudi 
Arabia say Iraq’s elite Republi- 
can Guard is in control of the 
dty. 

A Syrian-based Iraqi opposi- 
tion leader. Fadel AI Ansari, 
charged Iraq was planning to use 
weapons of mass destruction 
against the rebellion. 

Talebani, leader of the Kurdis- 
tan front, told reporters in 
Damascus that the uprising in 


Iraq was independent and not 
influenced by any other country. 

“We are holding contacts with 
Arab countries and some big 
states to explain the uprising, get 
moral and political support and 
other assistance,” Talebani said. 

He did not name these states 
but acknowledged that aid in- 
cluded “weapons, food etc. 7 ’ 
Asked, what was the response 
of these countries, he said: “It 
was a positive response.” 
in Paris, Adnan Mufti, spokes- 
man for the Kurdish Socialist 
Party said rebels held several 
towns in northern Iraq and oppo- 
nents and supporters of Saddam 
were fighting in Baghdad's AI 
Thawra district. 

He claimed most small towns in 
northern Iraq were in the hands 
of Kurdish rebels who also con- 
trolled the suburbs of the bigger 
cities of Lrbil and Sulaimaniya. 

In London. Iraqi opposition 
groups said they asked Britain to 
allow them to recruit from among 
Iraqi prisoners of war and to take 
over captured Iraqi weapons. 

Spokesmen for the. Joint Ac- 
tion Committee (JAC) represent- 
ing a coalition of 17 opposition 
groups expressed disappointment 
that the Gulf war allies were 
doing nothing to support an up- 
rising against Saddam. 


Israeli settler admits 
killing Arab woman 


JERUSALEM (R) — An Israeli 
settler suspected of shooting dead 
an Arab to avenge the killing of 
two Jews told a court on Friday 
he would kill 100 more Arabs if it 
helped stop attacks on Jews. 
Israel Radio said. 

Nachshon Walz, 34, was . 
ordered to be held in connection 
with the shooting of Aziza Salem 
Jaber. 25. on August 6. 1990, 
hours after two Israeli youths 
were found stabbed to death in 
Jerusalem. 

Jaber was shot in her car in 
Kiryat Arba, a militant Jewish 
settlement in the occupied West 
Bank near the dty of Hebron. * 

Police detained Walz and Kur- 
ziel Meir. 44, two immigrants 
from the United States living in 
Kiryat Arba. on Thursday. 

The magistrates court in Petah 
Tikva near Tel Aviv remanded 
Walz in custody for 15 days and 
-Meir for one week. No pleas 
were entered. 

Police told the court Walz 
admitted to the killing and re- 
constructed the crime, the Israeli 
News Agency Itim said. Meir 
denied involvement in the killing. 

Police said Walz told them he 


shot Jaber to avenge the Stilling of 
the two youths — Ronen Kara- 
mani, 18 and Lior Tubul, 17. The 
two were found with multiple 
wounds and their hands bound 
behind their backs. 

He expressed no remorse and 
said he would kill 100 more Arabs 
if it would help prevent further 
killings of Jews, police said. 

Police told the court they found 
weapons in Meir's home, includ- 
ing carbines of the type used to 
kill Jaber, crates of ammunition 
and a machine to produce bullets. 

Meir's defence attorney said he 
was a former weapons expert who 
served in an elite American com- 
bat unit in Vietnam and it was not 
unusual for him to keep weapons 
at home. Israel Radio reported. 

Palestinian residents of Hebron 
have accused settlers from neigh- 
bouring Kiryat Arba of frequent 
harassment. 

Anti-Arab Rabbi Moshe 
Levinger, one of the most prom- 
inent residents of Kiryat Arba, 
has already been convicted of 
killing an Arab bystander when 
he went on a shooting spree in the 
centre of Hebron. 


Habibi to visit Turkey 


ANKARA, Turkey (AP) — Ira- 
nian vice President Hass an Habi- 
bi will .arrive here Saturday for a 
three-day visit to discuss bilateral 
issues and post-Gulf war develop- 
ments, it was announced here 
Friday. 

A foreign ministry announce- 
ment said Habibi will be making a 
return visit following the trip to 
Tehran by Turkish Prime Minis- 


ter Yildirim Akbulut a year ago. 

Habibi will also meet with 
President Turgut Ozal. 

Turkey supported the United 
States throughout the Gulf crisis 
and allowed U.S. aircraft to use a 
southern air base to launch 
bombing missions in Iraq. 

Ozal and Iranian President 
Hasbemi Rafsanjani consulted by 
telephone during the crisis. 


Despite hardships, Iraqis determined to prevail 


From P.V. Vivekanand 
in Baghdad 

BAGHDAD is alive and kicking, 
if only because the instinct for 
survival of the Iraqi people seems 
to have prevailed. Everywhere in 
this historic capital are signs of a 
nation trying to put its life back 
together after one of the most 
devastating wars in its history. 

The shortage of water and Kiel 
and the absence of power has hir 
everyone to the extent that even 
well-to-do Iraqis think twice be- 
fore opening their garage door. 

“We have to have water, pow- 
er and fuel," in that order, said 
Mohammad Bahboud, a civil en-i 
gineer. "Our major problem is to - 
get these, but until we do we have 
to make with what we have; and 
we will." he added with convic- 


tion. 

At the AI Saflriya market in 
the heart of the Iraqi capital, the 
dingdong of stove repairers and 
■the sudden rush for primitive 
stoves are telling signs of how the 
Iraqis are coping with the shor- 
tage in cooking gas. “We were 
not born with gas stoves,” 
Bahboud. father of six, philo- 
sophised. “If we have to go back 
to kerosene, we will.” In the 
Shouja market, where one has 
only to raise his head to see the 
battering Baghdad took for 40 
days since Jan. 17. People are 
selling anything from woollen 
socks to imitation perfume. 
Buyers are many. 

Most shops are open in down- 
town Baghdad, but only until 
mid-afternoon when they are de- 
prived of sunlight. Even the 
famous Persian carpet shops be- 


hind the ancient Abbaisiya Mos- 
que are keeping their doors open 
in the hope of catching the odd 
customer. 

“Yes, we are indeed preoccu- 
pied with meeting the basic essen- 
tial needs of life,” said Mustafa * 
Aghabi, an aging school teacher 
as be waited for a government 
bus to come. “Don’t you know 
that we Iraqis have survived as a 
nation for over 5,000 years,” he 
added as he scanned the street for 
the elusive bus, the most sought- 
after means of transport in the 
wake of fuel rationing in a coun- 
try which holds the second largest' 
reserves of oil in the Middle East 
or 11 per cent of the proven 
reserves of the world. 

Despite repeated official warn- 
ings, a good segment of the four 
million or so population of Bagh- 


dad has been using water from 
the Tigris River leading to rising 
number of cases of diarrhoea. It 
could indeed be fatal for even 
grown-ups in Iraq, which is facing 
ah acute shortage of medicine for 
its 18 million people as a result of 
the international sanctions and 
freezing of foreign assets for its 
invasion of Kuwait eight months 
ago. 

Somehow food is plenty 
although not abundant. Street 
vendors are doing brisk business, 
for many families appear to have 
resorted to street food rather 
than coping with water and power 
shortages at home. But not many 
can afford it. 

“This has been our way of life 
for centuries, although many 
have bad to revive it," said Abbas 
Muslawi, as he fanned the flames 


of his charcoal barbeque with a 
newspaper. “The Americans are 
mistaken if they thought they 
could break the will of the Iraqi 
people,' be borrowed a phrase 
often used by his Foreign Minis- 
ter Tareq Aziz. 

Granted the will is there, but 
what about the means? 

“We will do that worrying, and 
if we don’t have it (the will) then 
we will create it,” replied Musla- 
wi in an aggressive tone. “All that 
we ask of the world, is to leave us 
alone, and we will manage.” 

This uncanny confidence is the 
basic fibre that holds the Iraqis 
together — a sentiment little 
understood by the outside world, 
especially when one quickly 
makes a mental run through the 
massive devastation arid havoc 
that the U.S.-led anti-Iraq coali- 


tion wreaked on the country. 

“We will never forget what 
they did to us.” A young Iraqi in 
civilian clothes joined Muslawi as 
he waited his turn for the kebab. 
“Thy have totally destroyed our 
country, and made sure that our 
economy will not be revived for 
the next 20 years. We will have 
our day sooner or later... Re- 
member revenge is sweetest when 
served cold:” 

In the meantime, Iraqis, at 
least in Baghdad, do not have 
time for any short or lengthy 
debate over politics. That can' 
come later. But the major preoc- 
cupation of everyone is to address 
and find practical solutions for 
their problems of daily life until 
more lasting answers can be 
found. And life continues, 
although not exactly very normal- 
ly- 



Hndwmi Rafcanj ani 


Saddam Hussein 


Rafsanjani calls on 
Saddam to step down 


NICOSIA. Cyprus (AP) — Ira- 
nian President Hashemi Rafsan- 
jani on Friday urged Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein and his 
ruling party in Iraq to step down, 
saying their attempt to crush re- 
bellion and hold on to power 
“will be their last mistake.” 

Addressing worshippers 
gathered.at Tehran University for 
Friday prayers, Rafsanjani said 
Iran would cooperate with Iraq 
only if Iraq’s Arab Baath Socialist 
Party surrenders “to the will of 
the people.” 

His sermon was carried by 
Tehran Radio, monitored in 
Nicosia. 

It was the first time that an 
Iranian leader has openly backed 
the revolt in Iraq, inspired by the 
allied rout in the Gulf war. 

But Iranian officials have de- 
nied any involvement in the un- 
rest. 

“Saddam is making a mistake 
while suppressing the people,” 
Rafsanjani said. “This is the 


worst mistake.” 

He said Saddam and his party, 
“should surrender to the will of 
the people ... if the Baathists will 
not listen - to the voice of the 
people, it will be their last mis- 
take. 

“If the Baathists surrender to 
the will of the people, we in Iran 
are ready for cooperation.” 

The sermon Friday came two 
days after Rafsanjani received a 
written message from Saddam, 
carried to Tehran by Saadoun 
Hammadi, a member of Iraq's 
Revolutionary Command CounctL 

Rafsanjani Bid not personally 
meet with Hammandi, and the 
letter was delivered to Foreign 
Minister Ali Akbar Velayati. 
Neither the contents of the mes- 
sage, nor Rafsanjani’s response 
to it have been disclosed. 

Iran' and Iraq fought an eight 
year war which' ended in 1988 
with a United Natkms-sponsored, 
cease-fire. 


Britain frees 33 Arabs 
held on security grounds 


LONDON (R) — Britain said on 
Friday it was relcasing -frtore than 
30 Arab detainees, most of them 
Iraqis, rounded up at the start of 
the Gulf war because of threats to 
national security. 

Home Secretary Kenneth Bak- 
er decided that no further action- 
would be taken to deport the 31 
Iraqis and two others because of 
“a diminished risk” to national 
security, the Home Office (In- 
terior Ministry) said. . 

. Deportation orders* that had 
already been made would now be 
revoked, the Home Office said in 
a statement. 

The Ministry of Defence on 
Wednesday said it had freed 32 
Iraqi prisoners of war who were 
detained at a military camp on 
Salisbury plain in western Eng- 


land. 

Britain reacted swiftly to Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein's 
threat of terrorist attacks on west- 
ern target s and made many 
arrests when war broke out seven 
weeks ago. 

The Home Office statement 
meant that all Arabs detained 
because of the war would now be 
released. 

Some 33 Middle Eastern 
national bad left Britain after the 
stint of the war. Some chose to 
leave voluntarily or had been out 
of the country and had not re- 
turned. 

The detentions caused outrage 
among civil rights groups which 
complained that the detainees 
could not appeal to’ the courts 
against deportation orders. 


Libya denies producing 
chemical weapons 


NICOSIA (R) — Libya denied 
on Friday U.S. allegations that its 
Rabta pharmaceuticals plant, 
damaged by fire last year, was 
capable of producing chemical 
weapons. 

“An official source at the fore- 
ign ministry denied what was 
claimed by the American State 
Department spokesman that 
Libya was still capable of produc- 
ing chemical weapons at Rab- 
ta,” the official Libyan news 
agnecy JANA said. 

JANA, received in Cyprus, 
quoted the official as relating 
Libyan assertions that the factory 
would produce medicines. 

He said Libya was bolding talks 
with European countries on re- 
pairing and operating the plant, 
damaged by fire a year ago. 

The Libyan official said nego- 
tiations covered partnership in 
the plant and participation in its 
administration and operation by 
experts from warned West Euro- 
pan countries. 

State Department spokesman 
Richard Boucher said Wednes- 
day that the Rabta plant was 
capable of producing chemical 
weapons and urged other coun- 
tries not to sell Libya anything 
that could help La their manufac- 
ture. 

“Even as the world's atten- 


I 




tion has focused on Iraq, we have 
continued to be highly concerned 
about the threat posed by the 
Libyan chemical weapons prog- 
ramme,” he said. 

Liby a reported the Rabta fire a 
few days after Washington 
claimed that chemical weapons 
production was about to begin 
there. 

Within days, U.S. intelligence 
said the fire was a hoax designed 
to forestall a bombing attack to 
destroy the plant. 

_/The Washington-Tnnes riewsr - 
paper, quoting U.S. intelligence 
sources, said this week a new 
facility had been built near the 
plant and that production of che- 
mical weapons was under way. 

Boucher declined to comment 
on the specifics of the report but £ 
said: “lire alleged fire in Rabta ' 
last March was in all likelihood 
hoax and we believe that Rabta is 
capable of producing chemicals.” 

He said it was vital that no 
nation supply Libya with equip- 
ment, materials or expertise that 
could be used to manufacture 
chemical weapons. 

The United States had been in 
contact with several countries and 
urged continued international 
vigilance about Libya’s attempts 
to acquire chemical . weapons. 
Boucher said. 
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PRAYER TIMES 

MJ3 Fajf 

05 JO (Sunrise) Doha 

11:46 Dhuhr 

15:67 Aw 

17:42 Maghreb 

lifc59 isha 

CHURCHES 

St. Mary of Nazareth Church Swcffiefc, 
Tel. 810740 

Alii r it ****** of God Church, Tel. 
632785. 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Church of the A monchrt toa Tel. 
637440. 

De la SaBe Church Tel. 661757 
Ter riniwT a Church Tel: 622366 
Church oT the A nimnrhrtt on Tel. 
623541. 

Anglican Church Td. 625383. Td. 


628543. 

Armenian Catholic Chnrcb Tel. 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tel. 
775261. 

St Ephraim Church Td. 771751. 
Amman International Church Td. 
685326. 

E» »pfc» l L ut her an Church Td: 

811295. 

The Church of Jens Christ of Latter- 
Day Safaris Td. 815617, 654932 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

It will be partly cloudy and relatively 
odd and there will be a diauce for 
Scattered showers in the northern and 
central parts of the Kingdom. In 
Aqaba, winds will be northerly moder- 


ate and seas calm. 

MmJmax. temp. 

Amman 4/13 

Aqaba 8 / 22 

Deserts 3 / 17 

Jordan Valley 9/20 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 13. Aqaba 22. Humidity readings: 
Amman 13 per cent, Aqaba 60. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Amin Abdul Jaber 614222 

Dr. Mohammad AI Sawwa 732056 

Dr. Abdul Majid AlSbaer 791405 

Dr. Salah Al'Ussoud 649028 


Firas pharmacy 661912 

Fenlows pharmacy 778336 

AI Ascmo pharmacy 637055 

Ndroukh pharmacy 623672 

AI Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmcisani pharmacy 637660 

DIBID: 

Dr. Mohammad AI Ta'ani ( — ) 

AlSharaa' pharmacy (275825) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Jihad Mblch ( — ) 

KhaJifch pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637111 

Civil Defence Department 661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 


Rescue 630341 

GvD Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192,621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 



Traffic Police 

Public Security Department 

Hotel Complain Is 

..896390 

...630121 

..605800 

..661176 

Water and Sewerage 


Amman Municipality 


Telephone Information 

121 


.. 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 

Abdali Telephone Repairs ... 

Jordan Television 

Radio Jordan 

.. 623101 
..661101 
..773111 
774111 


Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 

Electric Power 

Co mpany 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport. 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

H u s se in Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khahdi Maternity, J, Aran,.. 644281/6 
AkDeh Maternity. J.Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malbas.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmdsam 664171/4 

Sbmt is am Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, AbdaH 666127/37 


ALAhh.AbdaC 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Mubajreen ........ 777101/3 

Al-Bashir, J. Asferafieh 775111/26 

Army. Maria 891611/15 

Qoeen Alia Hospital ......... 60224050 

Anal Hospital 6741S5 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. 109)991071 
Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital .. (02)275555 
Greek Catholic Hospital 102)272275 
JbnAlNafees Hospital (021247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 

MARKET PRICES 

Upperftoww price in Os per kg. 

— 500 / 450 

banana (Mukammar) 45 Q / 4 qq 


700/600 

.. 100/ 60 

Curot 200/150 

9 0l,flmrer 220/160 

Cncumben (targe) 200/ ISO 

Cncambcn (small) 400/350 

9““ 500 / 400 

Eggplant 160/120 

- 1300 / 1000 

Grapefruit 220 1 180 

Lemon 280/220 

Marrow (luge) 200 / 150 

Marrow (small) .... 350 / 280 

Onion (dry) 280/220 

Oniontoceen) 180/140 

580 / 300 

*npP«fli«) 440/380 

Pepper (awed) 240/160 

£**■? 220/180 

120/ IQ 

Sage ... 400 / 300 

3 *®** - 120/ 80 

Tomatoes 300 / 250 
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His RoyaJ Highness Crown Prince Hassan Thurs- Minister Joe Clark in the presence of several 
day holds talks with visiting Canadian Foreign Cabinet ministers (Petra photo) 


Jordan, Canada review situation 


* in Middle East, cooperation 


AMMAN ( J.T.) — Canada's role 
in helping stabilise the Middle 
East region, and Jordanian- 
Canadian economic cooperation 
dominated talks held here Thurs- 
day between His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan and visiting 
Canadian Foreign Minister Joe 
Clark. 

The two sides conducted a 
general review of the situation in 
the region in the aftermath of the 
Gulf war. matters related to 
security and cooperation among 
the countries of the region and 
means of bolstering Canada's ties- 
with Jordan, according to the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra. 

The agency said that the meet- 
ing, which was attended by sever- 
al Cabinet ministers, also covered 
other issues in the Middle East 
and stressed the need to enhance 
the concept of regional security 
politically, economically and mili- 
? tarily. 

Clark and bis Jordanian coun- 


terpart, Taher A1 Masri held a 
meeting earlier during which the 
Palestine problem and the issue 
of an international Middle East 
conference were discussed. 

"Masri presented Jordan's 
views with regard to the Arab- 
Israeli conflict reaffirming the 
need for the world community to 
implement international legality 
in various world issues, especially 
the Palestine problem, so that the 
region can regain stability and 
peace,” said die agency. 

Petra said that the two sides 
had expressed satisfaction with 
the development of bilateral rela- 
tions. Mr. Masri voiced Jordan's 
appreciation of Canada's con- 
tinued economic assistance to the 
Kingdom. 

During his two-day visit here, 
Mr. Clark called at the U.N. 
office in Amman and met with 
the heads of U.N. organisations 
operating in the Kingdom. Petra 


said that the Canadian minister 
was briefed on the facilities and 
services offered by these orga- 
nisations to the evacuees fleeing 
Iraq and Kuwait over the past 
seven months. 

The agency quoted Mr. Clark 
as pledging further Canadian 
assistance to these organisations 
to help them pursue their huma- 
nitarian role in the region, espe- 
cially in countries directly 
affected by the Gulf crisis. 

The heads of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) and United Nations Chil- 
dren’s Fund (UNICEF), the Un- 
ited Nations Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA), the World 
Health Organisation (WHO), the 
U.N. World Food Programme 
(WFPj and the International 
Organisation for Migration 
(IOM) were present at the meet- 
ing along with the U.N. Resident 
Representative Dr. All Alias. 


Clark: Palestinian, other regional 


problems should be addressed 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan 'limes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Before leaving Jor- 
dan Thursday to continue his 
Middle East tour Canada's Exter- 
nal Affairs Minister Joe Clark 
said that the meetings he had held 
with His Majesty King Hussein, 
Crown Prince Hassan and Fore- 
ign Minister Taher A1 Masri dur- 
ing his one-day visit had her. 
“very useful." 

Jordan's role in the por war 
Arab World, Mr. Clark sai ■, may 
grow to be important. “Wi-. think 
that the role of Jordan and of His 
Majesty the King has always been 
a key and indeed that role may 
' become even more important 
now." 

Unlike the United States, Mr. 
Clark said, Canada’s aid to Jor- 
dan would not be reappraised. 
Canada, be said, bad already paid 
its share of aid to Jordan for its 
care for the refugees which had 
come to the country after die 
August 2 invasion of Kuwait. 

Speaking to reporters, the fore- 
ign minister said that while Iraq’s 
"aggression” against Kuwait 
"was wrong, the causes (behind 
it) were real... that has to be 
recognised by all of us who want 
there to be... a durable peace in 
the region... We have to get on 
with addressing some of those 
real problems in this time of real 
opportunity in the region." 

Clark told the press conference 
that central issues, which would 
T determine the region’s future 
well-being, now had an opportun- 
ity to be addressed. He warned, 
however, that if the opportunities 
were not taken “the consequ- 
ences could be very serious.” 

The Canadian foreign minister 
said that the post-war period has 
presented new opportunities 
which had not existed previously. 
‘Tor at least a period of time 
there is more flexibility on critical 
issues than there might have been 
before,” he said, adding that the 
United Nations could play a lead- 
ing role in the realisation of those 
opportunities which are present- 
ing themselves. 


Referring in particular to the 
Palestinian issue, Mr. Clark said 
“there is an opportunity now 
did not exist before to take the 
demonstrated strength of the Un- 
ited Nations, which (fid not exist, 
before, and try to apply it to 
other urgent issues.” 

Canada, which supports that 
the Palestinian question be 
addressed by way of an interna- 
tional conference, feels that the 
Palestinian issue must be addres- 
sed urgently. Mr. Clark said. 

He added that Canada re- 
spected the legitimacy of the 
Palestinian leadership. “The rep- 
resentatives of the Palestinians 
must be the people and organisa- 
tions of their choice ... that 
seems to be the FLO.” 

Unlike the United States, its 
powerful neighbour, Canada en- 
joys a diplomatic relationship 
with the PLO. Despite the dis- 
agreement by Canada of posi- 
tions taken by the PLO. the 
foreign minister said, “we intend 
to continue our relations with the 
PLO, both to express disagree- 
ment when that occurs and to 
express agreement where it 
occurs.” 

Mr. Clark stressed that the 
Canadian government felt that 
Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait and the 
24 year occupation of Palestinian 
and other Arab lands could not 
be paralleled if a “durable solu- 
tion... by persuasion and confi- 
dence building,” were to be 
found. 

On the basis of U.N. Resolu- 
tion 242 “I remain confident that 
it will be possible for us to find 
ways to move forward towards a 
solution that would establish a 
homeland for the Palestinian peo- 
ple and establish a security of 
borders and security for the in- 
tegrity for the state of Israel," he 
said. 

The application or threat of 
sanctions with regards to Israel 
would be counterproductive, said 
Mr. Clark, to the suggestion that 
Israel may be pressured into ap- 
plying U.N. Security Council re- 
solutions. “Sanctions should be 
seen as a last, resort.” 


Mr. Gark said that on a region- 
al level the new opportunities 
would include "an extension of 
the co minion exit to. the spirit of 
democracy which is evident 
here.” 

The new stage of opportuni- 
ties, he added, would also allow 
for the possibility of an improve- 
ment of relations between Israel 
and her neighbours and addres- 
sing the economic ineqnities of 
the region. 

Canada, said the foreign minis- 
ter, has for long had a deep 
admiration for Jordan and the 
King and the constructive moder- 
ate approach they have taken to 
issues in this region. 

For its part in reacting to the 
post-war era, Mr. Clark said. 
Canada had published a complete 
report of its arms exports to 
everywhere in the world, which 
he presented to the United Na- 
tions Secretary General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar. Mr. Gark said 
he hoped other countries would 
follow Canada’s example. Steps 
which would limit the use of 
chemical weapons are being im- 
plemented in Canada. 

Canada, supports the proposal 
which would allow “surplus arms 
to be destroyed and not distri- 
buted to other countries in the 
world.” The building down of 
arms in developed countries 
would also be encouraged," Mr. 
Gark said. 

On Friday Reuter quoted Mr. 
Gark as saying that the world was 
showing a renewed interest in 
solving the Palestinian problem 
following the end of the Gulf war. 

“The world is now more ready 
to encourage action on the Secur- 
ity Council resolutions... than 
might have been the case be- 
fore,” the minister told reporters 
at the end of a visit to Israel. 

He said Canada was committed 
to United Nations’ Resolution 
242 that calls for Israeli withdraw- 
al from. territory occupied during 
the 1967 Middle East war, 

“We think that (territorial 
compromise) is an essential com- 
ponent of the peace package," he 
added. 

Gark, in Israel as part of a 
Middle East tour to discuss the 
Gulf war aftermath, met Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir, Foreign 
Minister David Levy and Palesti- 
nian nationalists. 

“I think it is fair for me to 
observe that the experience of the 
past several months... has not 
given Prime Minister Shamir 
gr eater confidence about Israel's 
immediate security prospects.” 
Reuter quoted him as saying. 

He called for confidence- 
building between the Palesti- 
nians, who want a homeland of 
their own, and Israelis. "It was 
clear that frustration remains 
very high among Palestinians," 
he said. 

Gark flew to Saudi Arabia 
later on Friday. He is also due to 
visit Kuwait and Syria. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


King congratulates Syria 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Thursday sent a 
cable to Syrian President Hafez A! Assad congratulating him on 
his country's national day and wishing him continued good health 
and happiness and the Syrian people further progress and 
prosperity. 

Cyprus Airways flies to QAIA 

AMMAN ( j.T.) — The Cyprus Airways will resume its flights to 
and from Queen Alia International Airport (QAIA) as of Mwch 
17 1991, according to the carrier’s general agent in Jordan Mr. 
Nasser Qa’war. He said the carrier would operate one flight from 
Laraaca to Amman per week in the period between March 17-30.. 

Then he said, the carrier will be operating two flights to Amman. 


Jordan, S. Korea discuss 
ways of bolstering ties 


AMMAN ().T.) — The Arab 
Potash Company (APC), has de- 
rided to export 234,000 tonnes of 
potash during March, in accord- 
ance with a timetable worked out 
be the company to meet the 
needs of the importers. APC 
Director of Marketing Khaled 
Sharaihah announced Friday. 

He said that (APC) had ex- 
ported 40,000 Tonnes of potash 
earlier this month to China and 

140.000 more tonnes would be 
exported, to China in accordance 
with the timetable. 

India, be said, will import 

30.000 tonnes this month, and 
other consignments will go to 
other countries, including Tur- 
key, Malaysia, Greece and 
France. 

The statement was issued after 
the talks held Thursday by APC 
Managing Director Ali Ensour 
with a visiting South Korean de- 
legation which arrived here to 
discuss ways to bolster economic 
and trade ties with Jordan. The 
six-member delegation discussed 
the prospect of buying potash 
from Jordan above the existing 
import level of 100,000 tonnes a 
year. APC officials said that 
South Korea had been buying 
potash from Jordan since 1983. 

The South Koreans earlier dis- 
cussed their country's imports of 
Jordanian potash and phosphate 
at a meeting with Minister of 
Planning Khaled Amin Abdullah. 
The two sides reviewed 
Jordanian-South Korean econo- 
mic and trade ties based on a 1977 


trade agreement and the minister 
stressed the need for South Korea 
to buy more Jordanian goods, 
notably phosphate and potash, in 
order to adjust the balance of 
trade which, since 1985, has been 
in favour of South Korea. 

South Korea's Ambassador 
here Tae Jin Park, who attended 
the meeting, said that his country 
was currently discussing means of 
bolstering ties with Jordan and 
helping the country overcome the 
adverse effects of the Gulf crisis 
on the. national economy. 

Abdullah voiced Jordan's 
appreciation to South Korea for 
its S15 million soft loan to the 
Kingdom and expressed hope 
that bilateral cooperation would 
continue and expand. 

According to Ministry of Plan- 
ning officials, Jordan exported 
goods worth JD 27.7 million to 
South Korea and imported goods 
worth JD 60 million between 
1985 and 1989. In 1990, they said, 
Jordan exported JD 7.7 million 
worth of goods against JD 16 
million worth of imports from 
South Korea. 

At the meeting the two sides 
discussed increasing economic 
and technical cooperation of a 
1988 cultural agreement which 
provides for cooperation in high- 
er education, information, tour- 
ism. youth and sports and heath. 

The Korean delegation which 
came here from Saudi Arabia left 
Amman for Cairo Thursday night 
at the end of their two-day visit to 
Jordan. 


Ministry denies postponement 
of social security payments 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Labour 
Minister Abdul Karim A1 Dugh- 
mi has denied press reports about 
his ministry's alleged decision 
allowing the postponement of the 
settlement of payments due to the 
Social Security Corporation 
(SSC) and he urged all companies 
and organisations to pay their 
dues as soon as possible. 

“Reports published in the local 
press about delaying for six 
months the payment of dues to 
the SSC are totally groundless.” 
said the minister. He added that a 
proposal was recently submitted 
to the Ministry of labour by the 
Amman Chamber of Industry in 
this respect but no derision was 
taken. 

According to SSC rules, va- 
rious companies deduct five per 
cent of the workers* wages and 
send them to the SSC along with 
double the amont as a contribu- 
tion from the companies them- 
selves for the benefit of the work- 
ers who normally receive pen- 
sions at the end of their services. 

The minister urges All firms and 
organisations covered by the SSC 
law to pay their dues as soon as 
possible so that workers’ interests 
can be safeguarded. 

The minister also drew the 
firms* attention to the clause in 
the law which states that those 
delaying payments will be sub- 
jected to paying fines ranging 
from two to 12 per cent annually. 

Dughmi Thursday met with the 
president and members of the 
board of directors of the Amman 
Chamber of Commerce to discuss 
matters related to disputes and 
relations between workers and 



Abdnl Karim AlDugfind 

employers. 

Adverse effects of the Gulf 
crisis on the national economy 
and the subsequent decline in 
national production and the 
shrinking of foreign markets were 
reviewed at the meeting accord- 
ing to Petra. 

The agency said that the minis- 
ter had reiterated his derision to 
find jobs for the unemployed 
Jordanians by cooperating with 
the Vocational Training Corpora- 
tion (VTC). and stressed the 
Ministry of Labour's plans to ban 
the employment of non- 
Jordanians in areas that can be 
filled by local job-seekers. 

Dughmi referred to the new 
labour, which is still to be pub- 
lished, and said that the final 
version will be ready for Parlia- 
ment later this year. 


Abu Hassan: Axial loads 


law should be reviewed 


By Ztad A1 ShiUeh 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — President of the 
Jordanian Businessmen Associa- 
tion Mamdouh Abu Hassan has 
said that the enforcement of the 
axial loads law would increase the 
country’s financial burdens at a 
time when it is struggling to curb 
expenditure and to economise on 
the consumption of energy. 

Abu Hassan, who was com- 
menting on the law which was 
referred to the Parliament for 
debate and endorsement, said the 
implementation of tbe law would' 
aggravate Jordan’s economic 
problems rather than ease them. 
The application of the law will 
cost Jordan some JD 531 million 
for the year 1991, including JD 
522 million as capital costs and 
JD 9 million in the form of price 
of diesel oil, said Abu Hassan. 
The capita] cost- will result from 
doubling the number of trucks 
and trailors needed. In this re- 
gard he noted that the number of 
trucks and trailors would be 
raised from 5.825 as in 1990 to 
11,650 in 1991. He added that the 
cost of only one trailor is Around 
JD 90,000. let alone the customs 
duties and registration fees and 
the like. This means, according to 
Abu Hassan. that Jordan needs 
;JD 522 million to cover prices of 
the new vehicles to be bought to 
meei the demand. 

“If this option is to’ be done 
without, a similar number of 
•vehicles is going to be hired, and 
the cost will be even more," he 
said. 


Abu Hassan noted that such 
vehicles would consume diesel oil 
worth JD 9 million, thus raising 
Jordan's consumption of this kind 
of fuel. 

He pointed out that Jordan’s 
consumption of diesel oil in 1990 
stood at 845,000 tonnes, 40 per 
cent of which was consumed by 
trucks and land transport vehi- 
cles. This means that Trucks and 
trailors consumed 338,000 tonnes 
of diesel oil. and it is expected 
that the figure will double to 
become 676,000 tonnes when the 
law i$ enforced. 

Abu Hassan expects a shortage 
in the number of trpeks and 
trailors, once the law is im- 
plemented, because a truck or 
frailer will have to cany half the 
load it currently carries, thus 
demanding that an additional num- 
ber of tracks be made available to 
cope with the demand. 

Abu Hassan called for cancell- 
ing the law and for enacting a new 
law that allows trucks and trailors 
to cany up to 13 tonnes rather 
than 9 tonnes, in line with the 
policy in force at the Internation- 
al Routiers Federation, which 
allows trucks to cany up to 12 
tonnes. 

Abu Hassan also suggested 
that the government impose a 
transit fee on all non-Jordanian 
trucks passing through Jordan in 
transit to other countries to help 
the government cover cost of 
maintenance of roads. 

Abu Hassan voiced hope that 
the parliament would take these' 
notes into consideration when 
discussing the law. 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan Thursday inspects a workshop at Save the Children Fund 
(Petra photo) 

UNICEF report says 30% of Jordan's population lives 
under poverty line, 250, 000 children suffer from malnutrition 


Prince Hassan urges more 
attention to children’s health 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Hi* Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
Thursday called for a stealer mea- 
sure of attention to be given to 
children and their health, and 
thanked the United Nations Chil- 
dren Fund (UNICEF) and local 
organisations for their efforts in 
this regard. 

Food and medicine and re- 
garded as the most important 
dements as far as human rights 
are concerned, said the Crown 
Prince at a meeting which focused 
on the adverse effects of the Gulf 
conflict on the social and health 
sectors in Jordan in the light of a 
UNTCEF report cn the genera! 
social and health condition; in 
Jordan. 

"The future is not only con- 
nected with the development of 
machines and factories, ba: 
should be directed to the 
advancement of people and the 
young generation,” said Prince 
Hassan at the meeting which was 
attended by Her Royal Highness 
Princess Sarvath and Her Royal 
Highness Princess Basma as well 


as UNICEF representative Nigel 
Fisher and Minister of Social. 
Development Yousef Al Azcm. 

Jordan, the Prince said, has 
dealt with a major challenge 
represented in the influx of 
waves of evacuees and refugees 
since 194$ from Palestine, Iraq 
and Kuwait: and the presence of 
large, numbers of displaced peo- 
ple has placed heavy burden on 
the country's economy and social 
services. 

“Jordan should be assisted by 
(he world community to handle 
this major task and to safeguard 
the future of children.” the 
Prince said. 

Fisher outlined UNICEF's 
programmes in general and fo- 
cused attention on the organisa- 
tion’s report concerning the social 
and hcaith situation in Jordan, in 
genera! and that of children, in 
particular, in the wake of the 
Gulf conflict. 

According to Fisher, 250.000 
Jordanian children under 12 years 
of age suffer from malnutrition as 
a result of the adverse consequ- 


ences of the war which also 
brought about a decline in living 
conditions. 

Families living below the 
poverty line are now estimated al 
30 per cent of the total population 
of Jordan, up from 23 per cent at 
the end of 1990, according to 
Fisher. He Mamed unemploy- 
ment and insufficient services on 
the return to Jordan of expatri- 
ates and refugees. 

Fisher lauded the government's 
efforts to deal with the situation 
and demanded that the world 
community rally to support the 
Kingdom. 

The Minister of Social De- 
velopment also addressed the 
meeting. He reviewed measures 
being taken to improve social and 
economic conditions of Jorda- 
nians in rural and urban regions. 

Prince Hassan earlier inspected 
the activities at the Save The 
Children Fund and the children's 
nurseries at Nuzhu Community 
Centre where the meeting was 
held. 


Relief organisation gets 
relief aid for Jordan, Iraq 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Ananda Mar- 
ga Universal Relief Team 
(AMURT) in Jordan has recently 
received its first shipment of re- 
lief materials for the affected 
people of Jordan and Iraq. This 
shipment includes several tonnes 
of medicines and food, donated 
by the Italian branch of 
AMURT. Large shipments are in 
process now from Europe, the Far 
East and North America. 

These materials will be distri- 
buted in conjunction with the 


Jordan National Red Crescent 
Society and Human Appeal. 

Friday, March 8, AMURT and 
Human Appeal of Amman con- 
ducted a distribution of basic 
food materials (enough for one 
month per family) in one of the 
poorest areas of Jordan. Prog- 
rammes such as athesc will con- 
tinue for all needy sections in- 
cluding returnees from the Gulf 
as well as permanent residents of 
Jordan. 


AMURT is a global service 
organisation started in India in 
1955. Its dual objectives are relief 
and development. Relief work is 
essential in times of war, earth- 
quakes and all other natural or 
man-made disasters. Develop- 
ment programmes are designed 
to bring about self-sufficiency and 
reliance, the use and develop- 
ment of local resources and peo- 
ple. as well as the self-esteem and 
self-confidence essential for a 
healthy, viable community. 





EffllAIM FOR QUOTATIONS 
am ? AC I- 01/9 1-278- 0? £5^ 

COMPUTER HARDWARE AND SYSTEM SOFTWARE 


The Amman Chamber of Industry (AC!), is inviting 
Quotations from Qualified firms in connection with: 


THE SUPPLY AND INSTALLATION OF 
COMPUTER HARDWARE AND SYSTEM 
SOFTWARE 


Quotations will be accepted from U.S. or Jordanian eligible 
firms. The origin of the equipment must be the U.S. A. or 
Jordan. Procurement resulting from this IFQ will be 
financed by the U.S. Agency for Internationa! Development 
(USAID) under Grant No. 278-0265. 

Interested firms may obtain a copy of the invitation for 
quotations from: 

The Amman Chamber of Industry Building 
2nd Circle Jabai Amman 
Tel. 643001, Fax. 962-6-647852 
P.O.Box 1800 Amman-JORDAN 

DEADLINE FOR SUBMITTING QUOTATIONS: 

12:00 Noon. April 8. 1991 
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Which way Bush goes 

“TRAGIC TURMOIL in the Middle East runs back to the 
dawn of history,’’ U.S. President Ronald Reagan said on 
Sept. 1, 1982. "... This time we must not let (opportunity 
for broader peace) slip from our grasp. We most look 
beyond the difficulties and obstacles of the present and move 
with fairness and resolve toward a brighter future. We owe 
it to ourselves — and to posterity — to do no less. For if we 
miss this chance to make a fresh start, we may look back on 
this moment frOm some later vantage point and realise how 
much that failure cost us all.’’ Eight-and-a-half years have 
passed since President Reagan unveiled his comprehensive 
plan to solve the Palestinian problem with these same words. 

Now, after so much strife and violence since then, and a 
full-scale war later, another U.S. president tdls ns nearly 
the same thing. Do we believe him, or should we continue to 
be sceptical about whether the Americans could ever be 
serious on the need to solve the Arab- Israeli conflict and the 
Palestinian problem? We profess inability to come with a yes 
or no answer. For our experience with successive American 
administrations is as uneasy and complicated as the history 
of the conflict itself. To this credit, though, George Bush did 
not came op with an integrated plan this time, since he 
knows — and has said — that in U.N. Security Council 
resolutions 242 and 338 there is all we need to know about a 
fair and just solution to the Palestine problem. It is just a 
question of bow we implement them, given that (high marks 
to President Bush again), in the modern age, “geography 
cann ot guarantee security and security does not come from 
military power alone.” 

The Israelis are right (for a change) that Mr. Bush did not 
come up with anything new in his speech on Thursday 
morning. But they should know that for old diseases yon can 
resort to old medicines sometimes. Resolutions 242 and 338 
are there, have been around for 24 and 18 years respective- 
ly, and they represent international legitimacy and will. If 
Israelis are truly after peaceful solutions and coexistence 
they need not do more than accept them and contribute 
positively to finding a mechanism towards their Imple- 
mentation, through either an international peace conference 
or some other forum acceptable to all the parties concerned. 
Should Israel, on the other hand, be disinterested and 
continue its intransigent policies, then the world community 
has no choice but to apply the very same standard and 
method that it applied against Iraq over the occupation of 
Kuwait. 

To his chagrin, President Bush did not suggest or indicate 
in his speech any explicit warning, let alone direct any 
threat, to make Israel comply with U.N. resolutions, just as 
he did with Iraq throughout the crisis. We do not really 
expect any U.S. president to go to war with Israel over its 
occupation of Arab territories and subjugation of their 
inhabitants. We are almost totally used to American double 
standards and hypocrisy in their approach to different 
issues in the Middle East to do that. 

But what we do expect from the U.S. this time around is 
to withhold American support in the face of Israeli 
obstinacy, and to exert moral and economic pressure where 
political persuasion and diplomacy are failing. There will 
simply be no excuse for the U.S. president to be simul- 
taneously commander-in-chief of the free world’s forces east 
of the Jordan River and a helpless spectator or a brutal 
occupation west of it. If George Bush wants to be an 
impotent, crippled Ronald Reagan, this is neither the time 
nor the place to do it. 


ARABIC PRESS* COMMENTARIES 


A J Dustour daily newspaper criticised the Damascus declaration 
concerning the formation of an Arab force to ensure security in 
the Gulf. We would have really wanted to welcome this 
declaration had it not been designed to cause further splits among 
the Arabs and a new form of polarisation in the Arab World, said 
the paper. This declaration would have been welcomed by all 
Arab countries had it not been formed and supported by the 
U.S. -led alliance, said the paper. We look to this move as a bitter 
fruit of colonial powers’ meddling in Arab affairs and a bad omen 
for the future of the Arab Nation which is bound to remain 
divided, the paper added. The declaration was made in the name 
of the Arab League which regrettably does not exist any more 
after it had been butchered by the allied forces, backed by certain 
Arab countries and its corpse moved to be buried in Cairo, the 
paper noted. With only half the Arab states the Arab League 
cannot be revived; and’ with further divisions among the Arabs 
nothing can be achieved, said the paper. The paper said that the 
Arabs need lime to transcend iheir haired to one another and 
remove the bitterness from their heart before they can embark on 
serious action to re-build solidarity which should engulf the whole 
Arab World so that the Arab League can be re-established as a 
Strong force helping to back concerted efforts for a better future. 

Sawt Al Shaab daily said that the LLS. and its allies, and world 
Zionism have continued their aggression on Iraq by carrying out a 
conspiracy in the southern regions of that country, instigating 
trouble for the Baghdad government. The paper said that the 
U.S. and its allies are making desperate efforts to tamper with the 
internal security of the Iraqi people after their conspiracy to 
annihilate the Iraqi military power during the war had failed. The 
paper said now that Iraq has adhered to all U.N. Security Council 
resolutions and implemented all their terms, there is a pressing 
need for the world community to evict the LLS. forces from 
southern Iraq. It said that the presence of occupation forces in a 
U.N. member country is bound to cause further instability and 
insecurity to the whole region. The paper said that the world 
community, should not forget the important role of evicting the 
occupation forces from southern Iraq and end the U.S.-led 
aggression on that country. 


View from Amman 
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By Kamel Abu Jaber 

Lessons from the Gulf crisis 


THE blood had not yet dried on the ground when the whole area 
mushroomed with all kinds of instant experts indulging them- 
selves in all types of instant analyses and opinions. It is not wrong 
to analyse with an eye to learn something but it is wrong to do 
so with the aim of inflicting more damage to our psyche. We have 
enough wounds already without ourselves adding new ones. This 
exercise of self-flagellation indulged in by some of us verges on 
masochism. In apportioning guilt or innocence, wc should keep a 
balance between our hopes and abilities, while looking deeply into 
our own souls to see how guilty we are .in encouraging or in 
keeping silent when we should have done something else. 

This latest battle that Iraq fought on behalf of the Arabs should 
be viewed against the background of our war of. long duration 
with the West; A war that stretches way back to the crusades that 
commenced in the eleventh century. The horror that it unleashed 
on us as well as the psychological damage are no more than 
another layer of frustration to be added to the earlier ones. 

Of the many lessons that we should immediately grasp as a 
result of this latest battle is that we and the West still habit two 
different thought universes. Iraq thought it to be a limited war 
whereas the so-called western alliance executed a total one. 
otherwise how can one explain the Iraqi behaviour of watching for 
nearly six months without doing anything while "allies - ' amassed 
their weapons and troops. 

Since the fifteenth century Western civilisation has been 
aggressively advancing in a variety of fields especially technologi- 
cally. And while we remain too concerned with trying to preserve 
the past, its focus has been on the future. Complicating our 
relationship with the West has been its infiltration by Zionism. 
And now totally Zionised having lost its soul to Zionism as well as 


to its worship of materialism, we cannot expect but disdain and 
brutality from it. Our greatest problem remains our fear of the 
Change we most need. It is thus that we remain anchored to a way 
of life that remains out of step with the times: a way of life that we 
cannot blame on the West or on anyone else. And, desirable as 
this way of Hfe may be it has to change if for nothing else but to 
defend* ourselves against the encroaching western culture of 
violence that we have to live with. 

Henry Kissinger must now be content with himself. Like other 
denizen’s of Zionism he must be congratulating himself on the 
results of the Gulf crisis. Now his wish that both Iraq and Iran 
"lose” has been granted. The Gulf crisis has its roots in the 
history, geography and the psyche of the area: an area that has 
known little else besides strife and frustration. The powers of the 
western world, in league with Zionism have conspired to divert 
the energies of the Arab World in directions calculated to prohibit 
any forward movement. Once again, as this crisis has amply 
displayed, they have succeeded. They have proven what really 
needs no proof; that without a central soul numbers mean little, 
or nothing. Directionless and with little leadership and organisa- 
tion the whole Arab structure, like the house of cards that it was, 
simply collapsed. And, once again we Arabs find ourselves in that 
state of limbo, somewhere between reason and unreason. 

Most people, like today's western mass media, (ike simple 
answers to complicated questions: Instant expertise giving im- 
pressions that are neither here nor there. We may never fully 
know what happened. We may never know what induced the herd 
mentality that stampeded all reason before its onslaught and 
caused the havoc that it did. One thing we should know, however. 


is that what took place was no accident but a well thought-out and 
meticulously executed affair m which alternative scenarios and 
precisely choreographed steps were laid out beforehand. Another 
lesson we should learn from this crisis is that he who does not plan 
for himself is bound to find others planning for him. 

And while Iraq may have lost the battle, we hope that it taught 
the other side how not to lose the peace; not again, for not only 
■have the underlying tensions remained, but new tensions were 
added upon them. Should Israel and its Zionised West continue to 
believe that peace is only the absence of war, then we should 
commence immediately to prepare for the next battle. 

At least two lessons should be drawn from this latest battle: 
One, that the Arabs will never give up and will continue to fight 
until their minimum demands have been met. And two, that with 
each battle, they learn new lessons about how to conduct a war. It 
took the might of thirty nations, including the three major 
western powers, the United States. Britain and France to face 
Iraq alone. And while we are learning the art of war and cruelty 
slowly, painfully slowly some would say. we are nonetheless 
(earning. And we are learning by trial and error at the hands of 
masters in these arts: Israel and the West. Imagine had the power 
of Syria, Egypt and others been on the other side. 

It is hoped that these lessons are not lost and that those with 
eyes to see will see. This western war by proxy on behalf of Israel 
brought the world to the brink of disaster, the next one may hring 
total disaster. And while there is no glory in this war. for the 
winners the hope remains that they may have learned something. 
What the region needs is not the management but the resolution 
of its crises. 
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Jordan dailies cast doubt on seriousness 
of President Bush’s Middle East intentions 


Ai Ra'i daily Friday cast doubt about the seriousness of President 
George Bush in tackling the Middle East problem on the basis of 
Security Council resolutions 242 and 338. Although the principles 
are there and although the U.S. president stressed the need to 
settle the problem on the basis of swapping land for peace, one 
can only be doubtful about the whole affair due to lack of any 
credibility in America's policies, said the paper. As long as the 
Zionist lobby remains dominant in Washington's decision-making 
process and the LLS. administration's opposition to the idea of an 
international conference persists as has been the case over the 
past years, there can be no hope for Washington implementing 
Bush's desires, the paper noted. What also weakens our confi- 
dence in Washington's policies is the fact that the U.S. adminis- 
tration continues to act negatively towards Jordan's role in the 
whole issue in addition to Washington's continued support for 
Israel to absorb more Jews to be settled on occupied Arab land 
with American funds, the paper pointed out. But the paper 
added, lack of credibility in Bush's policies does not mean that 
Jordan opposes the main principles he put forward for settling the 
Arab Israeli conflict because Jordan supports the implemention of 
the Security Council resolutions and wants to exchange peace for 
land. The paper said acts speak louder than words, and one has to 
wait and see whether the U.S. administration really meant what 
the president had in mind despite the possible opposition of the 
Zionist lobby. The Arabs, - who have been frustrated with the U.S. 
policies over the years, said the paper, and those full of hatred 
against the American administration for its atrocities in Iraq 
believe Bush's statement was only a manoeuvre to absorb the 


Arab masses' wrath in the wake of the Gulf war. To prove them 
wrong, the paper said. Washington should have the Security 
council issue a clear resolution ordering Israel to leave the 
occupied Arab lands. 

Watch for the Zionist lobby 

President Bush’s statements are- dose in form and content to 
Jordan's ideas but they are bound to remain mere words if the 
Zionist lobby succeeds in exercising pressure on the U.S. 
administration in a manner that would abort any applications of 
U.N. sanctions against the Jewish state if i? fails to comply, said 
Sawt Al Shaab Arabic daily. 

No matter what Bush says about the future security and 
stability of the Middle East, his words can have no meaning at all 
unless they are put into practice and unless actions are backed by 
serious actions, said the paper. Bush statement, the paper noted, 
coincided with the start of a mission to the region by U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker and a favourable statement on the 
same topic by French President Francois Mitterrand. 

The paper said that these moves and statements can only 
reaffirm the fact that Iraq's steadfastness in the face of the 
U.S.-ied aggression has now borne fruit,, and forced the western 
allies to give due attention to the Palestine problem. Jordan has 
all along tried hard to have the Security Council resolutions on 
Palestine implemented, but Israel’s intransigence and Washing- 
ton’s lack of serious and firm policies in this regard have thwarted 
oil world community’s effots to bring about peace to the region 
the paper noted. 


The paper said that unless Washington's words are backed by 
action to bring about a just and comprehensive solution to the 
Palestine problem and the recognition of the Palestinian people's 
rights in their homeland. Bush's statements will be a mere lip 
service for the Arabs. 

Remember the past 

Al Dustour daily said that Bush's address to the U.S. Congress 
deserves attention, and Jordan can only welcome ideas related to 
the implementation of U.N. Security Council resolutions 242 and 
338. Bosh statement can be described as very positive because it 
aims at settling the Arab-Israeli conflict and recognising the 
legitimate rights of the Palestinian people, said Al Dustour in its 
editorial. But the paper said, one must remember the' past 
American experiences when Washington's hegemony over the 
Middle East problem led to complications and further frustrations 
simply because the successive U.S. administrations had fallen 
under the Zionist lobby's pressure, and no favourable results 
came out of such proposals. Al Dustour warned against allowing 
the United States to play solo in the Arab Israeli issue, and in the 
search for political settlement to the crisis, and said that 
America’s policies will remain futile if they continue x o ignore the 
role of the Palestine Liberation Organisation which represents the 
Palestinian people and which enjoys, world-wide .recognition. We 
can only welcome the president’s statement with- regard to the 
Palestine problem said the paper, but it remains to be seen 
whether the United States is serious about the implementation of 
U.N. resolutions. 


Jordan 

(Continued from page 1) 

Kuwait conflict. 

The speaker of the Palestine 
National Council, Abdul Hamid 
Al Sayeh. said any settlement of 
the Arab-Israeli conflict "should 
take into consideration the basic 
rights of the Palestinians to self- 
determination and an indepen- 
dent state.” 

Sayeh said iu an interview that 
Arabs should not "trust the Un- 
ited States until we see it fairly 
and justly implementing interna- 
tional legitimacy in this part of 
the world. " 

He said that the United States 
also should accept the PLO as the 
legitimate representative of the 
Palestinian people and "a major 
partner in any future peace talks 
with Israel.” 

Any settlement which ignores 
the PLO "will not be accepted by 
Palestinians and would only be a 
plot against us and the Arab and 
Muslim nations.” 

Meanwhile Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Shamir called on 
Syria and Saudi Arabia to enter 
into peace negotiations with 
Israel. 

This step "will help to normal- 
ise and improve relations with the 
Arab states and will create a 
positive atmosphere among the 
Palestinians as well, allowing to 
advance the peace initiative," 
Shamir said Friday. 

Shamir made the statement 
during a . meeting with visiting 
Canadian External Affairs Minis- 
ter Joe Clark. Shamir’s office 
said. 

Shamir has repeatedly called 
on Syria to begin peace talks, but 
it was his first such appeal to 
Saudi Arabia. 

Israeli Defence Minister 
Moshe Arens said Friday that 
Israel sees its 1989 peace plan as 
the only road to a settlement with 
the Arabs, while Israeli leaders 
on the far-right spoke out against 
any move to give up occupied 
land. 

The comments came as West- 
ern nations began a diplomatic 
offensive following the Gulf war 
to try to find an opening for 
settling Israel's conflict with the 
Palestinians and neighbouring 
Arab states. 

Arens spoke on Israel Radio) 
the day after European Commun- 
ity leaders and Canadian Exter- 
nal Affairs Minister Joe Dark 
urged a land-for-peace solution 
and talking to the PLO to start a 


peace process. 

“I don't see any alternative for 
Israel's peace initiative and I ha- 
ven't heard of any alternative 
from the left or right.” the de- 
fence minister said. 

Egypt welcomes 

Egypt welcomed on Friday 
President Bush's call for peace 
and urged the Israelis to respond 
favourably. 

Foreign Minister Esipat Abdul 
Meguid said Bush's speech had 
contained positive points and 
Egypt supported U.S. efforts to 
achieve peace. 

"We hope Israel will interact 
(positively) with this step so that 
a lasting, comprehensive peace 
prevails in the area in a way that 
guarantees the rights of ali par- 
ties,” he said. 

Damascus too 

In Damascus, a government 
newspaper on Friday praised Mr. 
Bush for seeking a settlement of 
the Arab-Israeli conflict. 

“It’s the first time that an 
American president speaks with 
resolve determination of the ne- 
cessity to implement 242 and 
338... and for the first time an 
American president asserts that 
geography does not guarantee the 
security of Israel,” the 
government-controlled daily 
Tishrin said in a front-page edito- 
rial. 

“This American stand is posi- 
tive and it will undoubtedly boost 
the positive role of the United 
States in the region and increase 
the possibility of establishing 
peace there on a just basis.” 
added Tishrin. 

New U.N. envoy 

At the United Nations the 
U.N. secretary-general, in a high- 
profile Step to galvanise the 
Mideast peace process, has 
selected the Swiss ambassador to 
Washington as special repre- 
sentative for the region, U.N. 
officials say. 

A formal announcement nam- 
ing Edouard Brunner to the post 
was expected in the next few 
days, the officials, speaking on 
condition they not be named, said 
Thursday. 

Brunner would replace Gynnar 
Yaning of Sweden, who retired 
in January at the age of 82. after 
years of political inaction on the 
U.N. Mideast front. ' 

U.N. officials said they wel- 
comed the statement by U.S. 
President George Bush on 
Wednesday night and by French 
President Francois Mitterrand 


and other leaders that they intend 
to focus on Middle East matters, 
the Palestinian question and the 
Arab-Israeli conflict. 

oa 

(Continued from page 1> 

needs our services, we are 
ready to provide them.” 

Before the Gulf crisis broke 
out last August, Jordan was 
importing 80 per cent of its oil 
needs by land from Iraq and 
the rest from Saudi Arabia 
through the tapline. On Sept. 
15, Saudi Arabia, angry over 
Jordan’s refusal to join the 
U.S.-led anti-Iraq coalition 
and its denunciation of foreign 
intervention in the region, cut 
oil supplies through the pipe- 
' line. Jordan then started re- 
ceiving all of its oil needs from 
Iraq until the war broke out on 
Jan. 17 and the bombardment 
of tankers began. 

Nearly 40 Jordanian tankers 
were hit by U.S. and allied 
bombardment, killing at least 9 
Jordanian drivers and injuring 
many more. The government 
described the attacks as de- 
liberate and U.S. officials justi- 
fied the attacks on claims that 
they were carrying weapons 
parts for Iraq, The claims were 
later discredited by a U.S. 
spokesman. 

The government introduced 
controversial energy conserva- 
tion regulations including ban- 
ning nearly half of the -King- 
dom's cars from the roads on 
alternate days. 

Jordan gets its oil from Iraq 
at concessionary prices in re- 
payment of Iraqi debts to tbe 
Kingdom accumulated over 
the 8-year Iran-Iraq war. Im- 
ports from Iraq, at $16.50 per 
barrel (compared to interna- 
tional prices of over $20) save 
the country badly-needed fore- 
ign exchange. 

Bush 

(Continued from page 1 ) 

U.S. officials as saying the Bush 
administration’s plan for compre- 
hensive peace is much less de- 
veloped than its ideas for regional 
security. Baker’s visit to the area 
would allow the Secretary of 
State “to listen, to probe, to offer 
suggestions and advance the 
search for peace and stability.” 
While the U.S. has “no solely 
American answer” to tbe four 
challenges that confront it, it will 
still serve as “a catalyst for posi- 


tive changes," Bush said. State 
Department officials said the tool 
of leverage to be used by Baker in 
the process is "persuasion.” 

Along with arms control, eco- 
nomic development and security 
arrangements in the region, the 
Arab-Israeli conflict is one of the 
major four pillars of declared 
U.S. policy in the Middle East-. 
Bush said the U.S. was ready to 
tackle these four "challenges" 
with “new vigour and determina- 
tion” in the near future, now that 
the allied war against Iraq has 
been won and “aggression is de- 
feated." 

Since tbe U.S.'s commitment 
to peace in tbe Middle East does 
not end with "the liberation of 
Kuwait," Bosh said, America 
stands ready to work with its 
allies and friends in tbe region 
who will have to "bear the bulk of 
responsibility for regional secur- 
ity.” Such arrangements do not 
mean U.S. ground forces would 
be stationed in the Arabian 
Peninsula but they would certain- 
ly mean American participation 
in joint exercises involving air 
and ground forces, and a “cap- 
able U.S. naval presence" in the 
region, according to the presi- 
dent. The U.S.’s vital national 
interests depend on “a stable and 
secure Gulf." he said. 

Bush reiterated the need to 
control the proliferation of 
weapons of mass destruction and 
missiles used to deliver them. He 
said until it convinces the world 
of its "peaceful intentions,” Iraq 
must not have access to ’instru- 
ments of war.” The world must 
foster economic development for 
the sake of peace and progress. 
Bush said, adding that the Middle 
East's resources and human 
potential, which were once spent 
on military might, must be "re- 
directed to more peaceful ends.” 
As far as the U.S.'s arms produc- 
tion agenda, however, the U.S. 
president only referred to the 
need to avoid obsolete and “un- 
needed weapons systems." 

Bush's address contained no- 
thing new m terms of substance. 
What came in it was far less 
concrete and less detailed than 
what the Secretary of State had 
himself stated to members of 
Congress last month as he out- 
lined the Bush Administration's 
outlook for the region. However, 
analysts believe Bush's speech 
provided the basis for presiden- 
tial involvement in the Middle 
East peace process. It also con- 
veyed a sense of urgency to capi-_ 
talise on “opportunities" for’ 


peace which have opened up in 
the wake of the Gulf war. 

The U.S. president said Iraqi 
president Saddam Hussein and 
“all those around him” are 
accountable for what happened 
to tbe Iraqi people, the -Kuwaitis 
and to “the whole world." He 
expressed hope however, that tbe 
world would at one point wel- 
come the Iraqis into “the com- 
munity of nations." 

Bush said the “uncommon 
coalition” which "defeated" Iraq 
should now work in concert “to 
forge a new future that should 
never again be held hostage to 
the darker side of human na- 
ture." 

In contrast to the relatively 
well defined foreign policy direc- 
tion presented in his address, the 
U.S. President had a modest 
domestic agenda, focusing pri- 
marily on transportation and 
crime in the U.S. and the need to 
get the U.S. economy "rolling." 

Commentators said that during 
bis approximately 30-minute 
speech. Bush had received 21 
rounds of applause, ten of them 
with standing ovations. Some 
have stated that although the 
president's popularity has shot up 
to an extremely high level follow- 
ing the allied military victory 
against Iraq, such popularity may 
be dampened if the president's 
domestic agenda falters. 

Congressman Dante Fascell 
(D-FJorida), chairman of the 
House Foreign Affairs Commit- 
tee, said the speech was “very 
well received” in both tbe House 
and Senate. Fascell, who on Jan. 
12 voted to authorise the presi- 
dent’s use of military action 
against Iraq, expressed hope that 
the coalition’s diplomatic success 
would translate into a resolution 
of the Middle East conflict. Sena- 
tor John McCaine (R- Arizona) 
said the speech was “very im- 
pressive" and “totally positive" 
especially in what he saw- as an 
“appropriate" commitment to 
settle the Palestinian issue. In. 
contrast, one U.S. citizen said the 
president's address made him 
wonder why Bush had not 
thought about peace before he 
went to war. 

Kuwait 

(Continued from page 1) 

At least 4,000 Palestinian and 
other suspected collaborators 
have been jailed since last 
Wednesday when Iraqi troops 
pulled out of Kuwait, according 
to resistance officials manning 


three police stations. 

It is undear bow much if any of 
this violence is linked to the 
senior, ranks of government, 
which arrived from exile in Saudi 
Arabia Monday. The country's 
ruler. Sheikh Jaber Al Sabah, has 
yet to return. 

“They (the government) don’t 
want an incident. The)' are wor- 
ried they can't control it. The 
whole purpose of the government 
is to reestablish authority to try to 
bring life back to normalcy," said 
a senior Western diplomat this 
week. 

It is unlikely that elections 
would be held while martial law, 
imposed after Kuwait’s libera- 
tion, is in effect. 

“If after three months the gov- 
ernment and people find it is 
necessary that we extend martial 
law, we will not hesitate to do 
that no matter what others may 
say,” tbe crown prince said. 

“We have lived for centuries in 
this land a democratic, bortherly, 
friendly life,” he said. "Our 
country is not a dictatorship. 
Everyone of you knows that. We 
are a consultative democracy and 
we will continue to do that." 

He said a special committee 
was studying whether voting 
rights should be extended to 
women, whom he praised for 
their courage during Iraq's brutal 
rule. 

He sharply criticised Jordan 
and other countries that he said 
supported Iraq. The prince also 
had angry words for some leaders 
in the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation but stressed that Kuwait 
would continue its support for the 
Palestinians and their struggle for 
a homeland. 

Baker 

(Continued from p y I) 

one hand and Israel anti the 
Palestinians on the other. " 

Baker declined to provide de- 
tails, but said Israel and the Alab 
states with which it is technically 
at war may explore some sort of 
confidence-building measures. 

Part of Baker's mission will be 
to discuss ideas for regional arms 
control. However, ahead of the 
trip the Bush administration 
announced plans to ask Congress 
to approve the S1.6 billion sale of 
sophisticated F-lfi planes to 
Egypt, a key ally against Iraq. 

Eater is expected to urge 
Saudi Arabian officials to play a 
greater role in regional post-Gulf 
war peace efforts, U.S. officials 
said. 
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Women on the front UNICEF report draws grim picture of Jordanian children’s health situation 

ses To ° man y mouths to feed, little on offer 



than forty countries 

AMNESTY International on and police officers have sub- 

March 8, 1991 called for an end jected women to a catalogue of 

to the “barbaric” abase of sexual abase or threats to in- 

women fay state security forces timirfatr them. Former prison- 

in every region of the world. ers have told Amnesty lute ma- 
in its first major report on tional of being fondled, 

women victims of human rights molested, strip-searched with- 

violations, Amnesty Interna- out justification and 

tioud details abuses inflicted threatened with rape. In one 

on women in over40oonntries case in Gad, a group of 10 

and says the victims have is- women prisoners were re- 

duded babies, teenagers, pre- portedly forced to work as 

gnant mothers and women in pros ti t u tes. For some women 

their sixties. who were pregnant daring 

“The world's torturers, ex- their detention, such torture 

ecationers and jailors are no and IB- treatment or a )»>~k of 

less cruel to women," Amnesty medical care has even led to 

International said. “No torture miscarriages, 

is deemed too barbaric to be Governments will often ex - 

inflicted on women, no term of pkdt a woman’s family connec- 
arbitrary imprisonment too tions to break her or her rela- 

kmg.” fives. More than 70 Syrian 

The report — released on women have been detained 

International Women’s Day since 1987 because of the poh- 

and submitted to the United tical activities of their bus- 

Nations Commission on the bands and sons; a gun was held 

Status of Women now meeting to the head of a two-year-old 

in Vienna — describes a wide child in Guatemala to force the 

range of abases inflicted an mother to deliver a warning to 

women and men alike, as well her activist brother, 

as those suffered mainly by “Some of the most ditmbing 

women simply because of their abuses, however, have no gen- 

sex or their role in their family der label,” Amnesty Intema- 
or society. tional said. “Along with men. 

The human rights orgamsa- women are jailed after unfair 
don said that governments trials, ‘d isappear* in military 

have for years singled out custody, and are shot dead by 

women they see as outspoken ‘death squads’ or soldiers.” 

critics or easy targets — The women who have “dis- 

women who demand respect appeared” — some after 

for basic rights or those who eyewitnesses saw soldiers take 

will do almost anything to pro- them away — have induded 

tect their children. suspected members of armed 

- Female political activists in opposition groups in Sri 

China and Myanmar have been Lanka, civilians in Peru's 

unjustly jailed, black Maori ta- emergency zones and corn- 

man women have been gunned m unity activists in the Philip- 

down by soldiers and female pines, 

students in Turkey have been Homan rights activists and 

tortured. investigators have also been 

“Young and old women are gunned down by “death 

raped by prison guards, pre- squads'* or soldiers. In South 

grant women are beaten, and Africa, suspicion remains that 

others are used to get at their an officially sanctioned “death 

husbands or brothers,” squad” killed human rights 

Amnesty International said. lawyer Nonyamezelo Victoria 

Rape, for example, is one of Mxenge, even though an fer- 
tile most common methods sol- quest and a subsequent Inquiry 

diets and prison guards use to reached no conclusion on who 
torture women. In some conn- * .. leilbxt her. And m Colombia, a 

tries it is commonly used to ‘ woman magistrate involved in 
force confessions; in others it is investigating reported extra- 

used as punishment. judicial executions by the milit- 

In India, reports of rape by ary was herself shot dead, 
police are so common that a apparently in such a killing, 

newspaper has said “cop Women, too, are among the 

molests woman” is an almost thousands of people unjustly 
daily story. In Peru, Amnesty jailed on grounds of conscience 

International has documented or after trials that fall far short 

a pattern of rape throughout of international standards in 

the e m ergency zones where many countries — trials where 

soldiers have sweeping powers. verdicts may be decided be- 

“Rape is sometimes the tor- forehand and appeals are ma- 
ture method of choice,” heard of. 

Amnesty International said. Some women spend years in 

“simply because the social stig- detention without ever being 

ma in many cultures virtually charged or tried, like opposi- 

guarantees that women won’t tion party leader Aung San 

n*Hr about it afterwards.” Suu Kyi in Myanmar (Burma). 

Women refu ge e s often have Under house arrest since 1989, 

to deal with rape and sexual she was disqualified from last 

harassment both in their c o nn - year’s elections and has not 

try and after fleeing. Accord- been released despite her par- 
ing to die United Nations, rape ty"s election victory, 

is often the persecution that “When governments ignore 

drives them away from home their responsibility to protect 

and sexual favours are fre- the rights of (me sector of 

quendy the price for relief society,” Amnesty Intern a- 

goods or documentation. tional said, “no one’s human 

In many other cases, soldiers rights are safe.” 

EC Iraq 
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By Sana Ariyeh green vegetables, dairy pro- 

Special to the Jordan Times ducts Qr meat. 

“Many poor families often 
AMMAN A mother, unable do not have enough money 

to feed her children and dis- even to take advantage of the 

abled husband said she prayed government's coupons for sub- 

thai God would take away one sidised essential foodstuffs.” 

or two of her family members jjjg report said 
so that she could afford to keep UNICEF attributed much of 

the rest alive. the increased poverty on the 

An entire family of eleven effects the Gulf crisis has had 

people in Zarka usually dines on the Kingdom, which it said 

on two eggs, one onion, bread has ^st Jordan $1.5 billion in 

and tea- loss of income from exports, 

A mother in one town never transit trade, private remitt- 

takes her children to the mar- ances, debt repayments and 

ket any more, because she official aid, as a result of the 

cannot stand the pain of not U.N. -imposed embargo on 

being able to buy them the Iraq and Kuwait. InaddFtion, a 

fnuts they see there. quarter of a million Jordanians 

In one urban neighbour- “returned home to an eco- 

nood, girls from adjacent fami- nomy that could not easily 

Ii«j split up into morning and meet their employment, hous'- 

afternooo shifts — because j ng , health and education 

they have to share the same needs.” 
school uniforms. _ The report pointed out that 

In a Jordan valley agricultu- Jordan was burdened with 

ral 1 village, none of the five more than 865.000 third coun- 

children of a sharecropper s try nationals who fled Kuwait 

family go to school because ^d Iraq jn the firsi months 

they are. needed to help work after the outbreak of the Gulf 

* a, “- , , , crisis last vear. Jordan spent 

Families have stopped send- £55 million to meet those re- 

mg their children to school fugees emergency needs. The 

rather tiian see them suffer country had only been corn- 

shame, humiliation or punish- pensated for S13 million by 

merit for coming to school mid-January, 
without the necessary supplies “In one family where eleven 

or uniforms. people had to share two blank- 

These were some of the re- ets, the mother said she wished 

cent anecdotes reported by the she were an evacuee from Iraq 

i P llldren . s or Kuwait — so that she could 

Fund (UNICEF) after a study provide her family with suffi- 

conducted by the orgamsa- dent food, blankets, clean wa- 

tion s field officers across the ter and warm shelter,” UN- 

Kingdom, and released on ICEF reported 

Thuraday in a booklet entitled ~ As unemployment and 

‘Jordanian Children in the poverty increase farther, and 

t C r xr t ^ Jv 0rm ' more and more families are 

UNICEF s two-month unable to assure all their basic 

stiidy, which was conducted human needs, the health and 

after the outbreak of the Gulf education standards of hun- 

cnsis last August and as a dreds of thousands of children 

result of the consequent sane- and women will come under 

tions imposed on Jordans greater pressure,” UNICEF 

main export market in Iraq and 
Kuwait, found that almost one 

million Jordanians have slip- In addition to suffering from 
ped below the poverty line. malnourishment. living below 
The study revealed that the the poverty line — which is set 
Golf crisis helped in increasing at JD 89 (S135) a month per 
the number of poverty-stricken family — has also brought ab- 

femih'es, rising -from 23 per out deterioration in health 
cent In 1988 to 30. per cent . standards, 
today. It added that those who The report stated that en- 
live in absolute poverty — vironmental health and per- 

those who are unable to sonal hygiene conditions have 

“afford minimum school sup- deteriorated because families, 

plies, medical care, shelter, or whose priority had become to 

food” — have risen from three pay for housing, food and 

per cent in 1988 to five per education expenses, have been 

cent; that is, over 150,000 peo- unable to afford enough clean 

pie, “though the exact magni- water, soap and other hygiene 

tude of the absolute poor today needs, 

has not been quantified." “Deteriorating eviron mental 

The rapid increase of pover- health and personal hygiene 

ty has caused nutritional de- conditions in poor households 

ficiency among women and and neighbourhoods could 

children. UNICEF’s study cause a resurgence in child- 

found a rise in anemia and killing communicable dis- 

malnutrition among women eases," UNICEF warned, 

and children. Around 250,000 The organisation said that 
children, under 12 years of some families living in unsanit- 

^age, are threatened by mal- ary conditions make fewer 

'nutrition. visits to health care centres and 

‘Teachers report the unpre- clinics, which adds to their risk 
cedented phenomenon of in missing out on information 
drowsy and listless students on preventive health habits, 
who cannot concentrate, and The report warned that this 

sometimes even faint — be- “trend of declining hygiene 

cause they do not gel enough and rising health ignorance 

nutritious food at homp,” the could whittle away at Jordan's 
report stated. impressive gains m protecting 

It added that the poor's diet its young against the leading 

consists of bread, tea, toma- child killer diseases, such as 

toes, lentils and onions, with measles, pneumonia and se- 

hardly any eggs, fresh fruits, vere diarrhoeal dehydration." 


Long-term threats on " spair at worst — a liability to 
poverty-stricken families have their country, rather than a 

already began to show some productive, creative asset," the 

signs of danger, particularly report stated, 

the rise of low-birth weight or Regional director for the 

stillborn babies in Jordan. . Middle East and North Africa. 

In the last months of last Richard Reid, recently said 

year, “two major government that “after Kuwait and Iraq, 

hospitals reported that 30 per Jordan clearly is the most dam- 

cent of all newborns were low aged victim of the Gulf crisis." 

birth-weight babies of under “Jordanian women and chil- 
2.5 kg. This is in marked con- dren are the most threatened 

trast to a five to ten per cent today, and will continue to 

low birth-weight average for suffer in the foreseeable future 

Jordan before the crisis, and 12 unless substantial and immedi- 

per cent for the entire Middle ate corrective measures are 

East and North Africa region." " taken to protect them." Mr. 

The report warned that nut- • Reid has said, 
ritionally deprived babies will The report called on what it 

suffer vulnerability because of described as a "partnership of 
setbacks in their central ner- the government, non- 
vous system, noting that 80 per government organisations, the 
cent of human brain cells de- private sector and internation- 
velop in the first two years of ai friends" to assist Jordan into 
life. standing on its own feet again 

"If they survive past the age and protect its most vulnerable 

of five, these infants will al- victims: the mothers and chil- 

ways be more likely to suffer dren. 

stunted physical and mental UNICEFs report concluded 
development. They will be by stating that Jordan had al- 

subject to higher risks of dis- ways had a good record of 

ability, greater susceptibility to protecting its vulnerable 

common ailments and dis- groups, but warned that this 

eases, learning problems, and record was threatened if the 

a lower general level of mental Kingdom was left on its own. 

alertness and comprehension,” The report concluded: “The 
UNICEF reported. world must not stand by and 

Because poor children usual- watch Jordan pay the price for 

ly drop out of school at this crisis in the health and 

elementary or junior level in lives of its 'most vulnerable 

ordeT to help make money for women and children. Jordan, 

the family to survive, the re- as always, is already taking 

port said that the future of urgent steps to protect its chil- 

these children holds a life of dren, its mosr valuable re- 
despair in their adulthood. sources. But Jordan cannot do 

“(They) can look forward to this alone. It needs the under- 

an adulthood of unskilled, low- standing, solidarity and active 

wage employment, at best, and support of the international 

life-long destitution and de- community — now." 


Since 80 per cent of the human brain cells develop in the first two 
years of life, nutrition-deprived babies will suffer setbacks to their 
nervous system. The future for these children holds a life of de&pair 
in adulthood. 



urging them to work \ for peace Washington says a revolt in the 
with the Arabs. / south and in the north has spread 

j The EC backs Arab demands to two dozen cities or towns. But 

^ for an international Middle East the United States expects the 

peace conference on the basis of Iraqi armed forces to crush the 

U.N. Security Council resolu- uprising, 

tions 242 and 358 which call on Husseini accused President 
Israel to withdraw from the occu- Hussein of a series of moves to 

pied West Bank and the Gaza prepare for a “massacre" in Iraq. 

Strip. He said the rebels controlled 

Foreign Minister Taher Al several cities including Basra. 
Masri reaffirmed Jordan's policy American military officials in 
of exchanging land for peace as Saudi Arabia say Iraq's Republi- 
advocated by the EC and stressed can Guard troops are steadily 
the need to impose sanctions on asserting control in the country's 
Israel in case it refused to imple- second city, 

ment the U.N. Security Council In Beirut, Lebanon's most 
resolutions. prominent pro-Iranian leader ac- 

In a d Statement to Petra at the cured President Hussein of using 

conclusion of visits to Jordan by a “scorched-earth" policy of sys- 

the . Canadian and EC foreign tematic destruction to quell the 

ministers, Masri said that a state- revolt. 

ment by U.S. President George Sheikh Mohammed Hussein 
T Bush on the need for the imple- FadJallah, who maintains close 

mentation of the Security Council Hnks with Iraqi Islamic revolu- 

resolutions and the exchange of tionaries, also said the insurgency 

land for peace was identical to was “a spontaneous popular up- 

Jordan’s position- rising" and not aimed at qstab- 

In reply to a question by Petra fishing a breakaway Shi’ite repub-' 

about Israel's prompi rejection of lie. 

President Bush’s statement. Mas- He said Basra was still in rebel 
ri said that Jordan was not sur- hands, as were Karbala and Na- 
prised by this rejection, adding jaf , holy cities of Shi’ite Muslims, 

this was not the first time that which he said had been bombed. 
Israel rejected U.N. resolutions Fadlallah denied the rebels 
since its occupation of Arab land were seeking to carve up Iraq and 

in 1967. establish a fundamentalist repub- 

But Masri said that Israel's lie in the south, where Shi'ites are 

-atf refusal should not serve as an- a majority. 

***** obstacle in the path of the imposi- "The uprising is moving and 

tion of Council sanctions on has entered the Kurdish and Snn- 

Israel to force it to comply with m (Muslim) areas and the Iraqi 

the will of the international com- south is not only Shi’ite, there are 

mnnity. Sunnis and Christians there.” 



THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 

PACKING, MR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES, CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. 

AMIN KAWAR&SONS 

WTEL. 604676 604696 > 

\3S>s. P.o BOX 7806 

T\ *M»MN ^ 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

IstCirde. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

j’ 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

6: 30-Midnight 

Tel, 63$968 



r 4 Rent & Sale 

Many villas and apartments 
are available for rent and 
sale - furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

Also many lots of land are 
available for sale. 

For further details, please 

call 

Abdoun Real 
Estate 

Tel. 810605, 810809, * 

L ■ .fax: 810520 


S ' T ™ 0HA,C MOVING? 


Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Servicb 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 

stem 30 % tergmr 

* Frmm snlarps- 

m m n t 20 x 30 cant 


JO J?0 A N MA RKET PL A CE 


RENT 

Saudi Real Estate 

DO ADD 


Furnished & unfurnished 
apartments & villas for rent 
fn West Amman area. 

CALLJSOHA 

Rental Dept- 687821/22 


' CHEN’S s 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and lasteour 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.m. 

< 6:30 - Midnight y 



Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823S91 


tJT , '^fj/rre/ia/t / 

FIRST CLASS INDIAN 

mmmsmm 

Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30-11.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 

"towards 3rd circle 


Amman’s 

/jr exclusive gift shopVk 

If Italian shoes, 
leather goods, 
perfumes,lighters, 
watches,pens, 
silverware, 
porcelain, 
•crystalware etc. 

Shmeisani - Grindlays Bank Bldg. 

Tel. 669 457 


Let Aramex Air Cargo 
take care of the works. 

Door to Door' 
Call the friendly 
professionals on 
660507 or 660508 


The Ripatcy FalaCC Hold 

PRESS 

CENTER 

Facilities 
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Capriati, Fernandez and Graf 
advance at Slims of Florida 


BO CA RATON. Honda (AP) — 
Jennifer Capriati beat her dou- 
bles partner, Mary Joe Fernandez 
outplayed her practice partner 
and Steffi Graf routed her na- 
tion’s second-ranked player 
Thursday at the Virginia Slims of 
Florida. 

Graf, seeded first but certain to 
lose: her No. 1 ranking Monday to 
Mo.nica Seles, looked sharp in her 
first match in more than a month 
and beat fellow German Anke 
Huber 6-0 6-1. 

Capriati, playing for the second 
time in 16 hours, advanced to the 
quarterfinals by sweeping Gigi 
Fernandez 6-3. 6-2. A short time 
later, they teamed to win a dou- 
bles match. * , 

Third-seeded Mary Joe Fer- 
nandez beat No. 12 Laura Gil- 
demeisier 7-5. 6-1. Both live in 


the Miami area, and they fre- 
quently socialise and practice 
together. 

Two other seeds lost in the 
third round of the $500,000 
tournament. Regina Rajchrtova 
of Czechoslovakia beat No. 7 
Natalia Zvereva 6-3. 6-3, and 
Qaudia Porwik of Germany beat 
No. 9 Helen Kelesi 6-4, 7-5. 

The 16-year-old Huber, who 
has been called the next Steffi 
Graf, was seeded 14th and rank- 
ed 3rd. Graf knows a thing or 
two about the weight of expecta- 
tions. and she saw it in Huber's 
play. 

"I think she should loosen up.” 
Graf said. “But a lot of people 
'are (expecting) a lot from her, 
and I think it's sometimes a little 
difficult.” 

Huber lost their only previous 


meeting 6-3. 6-2, and this time 
she lasted just 45 minutes. 

“Steffi played a great match,” 
Huber said. “She didn’t make 
any mistakes ... 

“I learned a lot. I have to serve 
much better and go to the net 
against such a good player. It’s 
hard to make any points against 
her from the baseline.” 

In Grafs two previous tourna- 
ments this year, she lost in the 
quarterfinals. That ended a re- 
cord streak of 64 consecutive trips 
to the semifinals. 

Now, she claims to be back in 
top form, and it was hard to argue 
after she won all but 11 points in 
the first set against Huber. 

“I think I’m in very good 
shape, and I think 7 proved it 
today,” Graf said. “I want to see 
me in the finals.” 


While rustiness had been a 
concern for Graf, fatigue was the 
worry for Capriati, who survived 
a three-set match Wednesday 
night against Karin Kschwendt. 
But Capriati overcame weariness 
and shaky service games to dis- 
patch her doubles partner. 

It wasn’t hard to beat a friend, 
the 14-year-old said. 

“You just play the ball and 
forget who you’re playing,” she 
said. “In the lockeT room after- 
ward she said, ‘We’re going to 
win (in doubles), right?’ And so 
everything was cool — Thank 
God.” 

“She thought I was mad at 
her,” Gigi Fernandez laughed. 
“We're veiy good friends — as 
dose as you can be to someone 
half your age.” 


Courier upsets Agassi in Champions Cup 


INDIAN WELLS, California 
(AP) — Jim Courier served aces 
at crucial points and upset 
second-seeded Andre Agassi 2-6, 
6-3, 6-4 in the third round of the 
Champions Cup Tennis Tourna- 
ment. 

Courier, the 16th seed, won for 
only the second time in six match- 
es witb Agassi. His only other 
victory came in their first encoun- 
ter, two years ago at the French 
Open. 

“Last year I didn't have one 
win that stuck out,” Courier said. 
“I had a close match witb (Boris) 
Becker (that Becker won) and I 
didn't want that to happen today. 
It's a long time coming.” 

Courier advances to the quar- 
terfinals of the Sl-miUion tourna- 
ment, where he will play no. 7 
Emilio Sanchez of Spain. Sanchez 
beat 10th -seeded Andrei Cherka- 
sov of the Soviet Union 6-3. 7-6 
(7-2). 

In other third-round matches 
Thursday, top-seeded Stefan 


Edberg rallied behind a forceful 
serve-and-volley game to defeat 
Darren Cahill of Australia 3-6, 
7-5, 6-2. 

“This was a tough one,” said 
Edberg. the defending champion 
of this tournament. “It took guts 
to win. and I hung in there. When 
I got a chance to break him (in 
the second set). I took over.” 

Edberg will play no. 9 Michael 
Chang in the quarterfinals Fri- 
day. Chang advanced by defeat- 
ing Wayne Ferreira of South 
Africa 6-3, 3-6, 6-4. 

No. 3 Guy Forget of France 
rolled past Derrick Rostagno 6-3. 
6-1. Also advancing was no. 11 
Michael Stich of Germany, who 
defeated Fabrice Santoro of 
France 4-6, 6-3. 6-4. Serving at 
5-4 for the match. Stich un- 
leashed four straight aces. 

In the quarterfinals. Forget will 
paly Scott Davis and Stich will 
face Richey Reneberg. 

Courier went up 3-1 in the third 
set before Agassi closed to 4-3. 


Courier opened the eighth 
game with an ace, then had to go 
to his second serve 10 straight 
times. 

Agassi had five break points, 
but Courier fought him off. in- 
cluding with an ace at the fourth 
break point, and the game went 
to deuce six times. Agassi fell 
down at game point and still 
managed to get off a forehand, 
but it barely went wide. 

Courier had two match points 
in the final game. Agassi saved 
one to cut it to 40-30. but Courier 
served another ace to win the 
match. 

Courier had 11 aces to Agassi's 
three. 

“He started missing and I 
started taking the pace off the 
ball to slow it down.” Courier 
said. “It's frustrating to have 
close matches and lose. 

“This match may not take me 
over the hump, but we’ll see. It 
was a tough match. 


Ben Johnson falters at Seville 
indoor athletics championships 


SEVILLE, Spain (AP) — Ben 
Johnson stumbled and nearly fell 
in the men's 60-metre heats at the 
World Indoor Athletics Cham- 
pionships Friday. 

The Canadian star looked 
tense and nervous before - the 
race. After five steps he stumbled 
.and appeared about to fa II r -But 
he stayed on his feet and went on 
to finish the race, placing second 
to Michael Rosswess of Britain in 
the slow time of 6.75 seconds. 

The race marked Johnson's re- 
turn to a major international 
track event after his two-year 
disqualification for drugs that 
rocked the Seoul Olympics. It 
was the first time since Seoul he 
wore the Canadian team colours. 

Johnson had said his biggest 
problem after his comeback was 
his start, once the key to his 
world-record times in 1987 and 
1988. 

“I have no power,” he said in 
Seville at the eve of the cham- 
pionships. 


He was not only slow in his 
heat but also clumsy. The famous 
kick that gave him an edge over 
competitors appeared gone. 

Johnson admitted he would 
have to woTk hard over the next 
two months prior to the outdoor _ 
season to fix his first steps. 

• A good start is essential for 
victory indoors, with sprints 
going just 60 metres. leaving little 
room for comebacks. 

The men's sprint heats were 
dominated by Andre Cason of 
the United States in 6.52. just 
3/100ths of a second off the world 
record set by fellow American 
Leory Burrell. 

Cason's effort was the third- 
fastest time of this season and his 
personal best. 

Linford Christie of Britain ran 
the second-fastest times of the 
heats, 6.61. 

Heavy favourite Merlene Ottey 
of Jamaica topped the women's 
60-metre qualifications in an easy 
7.16 seconds. 


Johnson was banking on his 
Seville performance to get re- 
venge over critics who opposed 
his comeback and to restore a 
good reputation after the discov- 
ery of his steriod use shook the 
world of track and field. 

It also cost him an Olympic 
gold, two world records and mil- 
lions of dollars in lost. endorse- 
ments. 

“Most of the athletes have 
been pointing a finger at me. I 
haven’t been pointing a finger at 
them. But that’s always the way 
it's going to be,” he said before 
the competition.. 

Two of Johnson's most promin- 
ent competitors — American 
Carl Lewis and Linford Christie 
of Britain — have criticised all 
the attention focused on Johnson 
and the rich appearance money 
he has been getting from meet 
organisers since his comeback be- 
gan on Jan. 11. 


Holmes 
keeps IBF 
title 

MADRID (AP) — IBF super 
middleweight champion Lindell 
Holmes has kept his crown with a 
split-decision victory over chal- 
lenger Antoine Byrd. 

The Detroit native threw the 
heavier punches through the 12- 
round fight, derisively taking the 
early and late rounds in the match 
seen by 5.000 fans at Madrid's 
Sports Palace. 

In the middle rounds, the 
quicker challenger made a spi- 
rited bid for the International 
Boxing Federation (IBF) title, 
storming the slow-moving 
Holmes with lightning right jabs 
and numerous combinations. 

By the end, the lighter build of 
Byrd succumbed to the powerful 
body punches of the champion, 
who matched him in the 167- 
pound-limit (75.9-kilogramme) 
weight category but seemed 
stronger. 

Judge John Whitt of the United 
States scored the fight 111-117 for 
Holmes and U.S. Judge Eugene 
Grant scored it 113-115 for the 
champion. 


Norwich aims to end 
Clough’s cup dreams 


LONDON (R) — Norwich City 
will be aiming to end Brian 
Clough's dreams of adding the 
Football Association (F.A.) Cup 
to his impressive list of triumphs 
when they meet Nottingham 
Forest in a quarter-final tie Satur- 
day. 

The F.A. Cup is the only 
domestic honour to elude Gough 
in his 16 years as Forest manager, 
a spell which has also seen the 
club twice win the European 
Cup. 

Forest go to Norwich's Carrow 
Road with the psychological edge 
provided by a 6-2 win there in the 
league in January. 

But Norwich manager Dave 
Stringer believes that defeat will 
spur on his men, who beat hol- 
ders Manchester United in the 
previous round. 

“No professional likes to go 
through that kind of humiliation 
and the players are determined it 
won't happen again,” he said. 

Norwich recall midfielder Ian 
Crook following a hamstring in- 
jury. 

Forest are hoping Nigel 
Gough, the manager's son, will 
recover from a thigh strain but 
they expect to be without influen- 
tial England midfielder Steve 
Hodge. 

Third division Cambridge Un- 
ited have an injury worry over 
midfielder Richard Wilkins ahead 
of their quarterfinal at first divi- 


sion leaders Arsenal Saturday. 

Wilkins, the most expensive 
plaver in the Cambridge side at a 
mere 00,000 ($130,000), has a 
damaged shoulder. 

Arsenal will be without Swed- 
ish winger Anders Limpar who 
suffered a recurrence of ankle 
ligament trouble this week. 

North London rivals Tot- 
tenham will be able to call on 
England’s Paul Gascoigne, scorer 
of four F.A. Cup goals this sea- 
son, for Sunday's home tie with 
second division Notts County. 

Gascoigne has a serious groin 
injury which will eventually re- 
quire surgery. 

The last quarterfinal tie be- 
tween second division leaders 
West Ham and Everton will be 
played Monday. 

In the first division. Liverpool 
attempt to end a run of three 
successive defeats at fifth-placed 
Manchester Gty Saturday. 

Victory for Liverpool would 
put them level ou points with 
Arsenal at the top. 

At the other end of the table, 
Aston Villa expect to give new 
signing Gary Penrice his debut at 
home to Luton. 

Villa, hovering just above the 
relegation zone, paid £1 million 
(SI .90 million) to second division 
Watford for the striker Thursday. 

Luton are a point better off 
than Villa but have yet to win 
away in the league this season. 


Yugoslav expects to get 
U.S. soccer coaching job 


NEW YORK (AP) — Bora Milu- 
tinovic, a Yugoslav who coached 
Mexico in the 1986 World Cup 
and Costa Rica in the 1990 World 
Cup. said he expects to become 
coach of the U.S. national soccer 
team. 

Milutinovic. in a telephone in- 
terview Thursday night from his 
home in Mexico City, said he 
plans to meet Monday in Los 
Angeles with U.S. soccer Federa- 
tion President Alan Rothenberg. 
Milutinovic said his agent, Nick 


Petrovich, will attend the meeting 
and that he expects to be offered 
the job at that time. 

“I forsee the possibility to work 
with the American team.” Miluti- 
novic said. “I expect an offer to 
be made. Fd like to work with the 
American team. 1 think it is a big 
challenge.” 

Rothenberg. speaking from his 
home in Los Angeles, confirmed 
that the meeting would take 
place, and said he intended to 
make a final derision next week. 


Japanese wins cross-country ski 
race at Winter University Games 


SAPPORO, JAPAN (AP) — 
Miwa Ohta Friday became the 
first Japanese to capture three 
gold medals in the Winter Uni- 
versity Games by winning the 
women’s 15-kilometre cross- 
country freestyle race. 

Her compatriot; Kazuhiro 
Sato, won the men's 10,000- 
metre speed skating. Corinne 
Schmid-Hauser took the women’s 
giant slalom for Switzerland's 
first gold medal and Germany 
captured its second gold when 
Heike Warnicke won the 
women’s 5,000-metre speed skat- 
ing. 

With only one day left in the 
competition, Japan remained 
atop in the gold medal standings 


with 12. The Soviet Union, which 
failed to take the gold Thursday 
and Friday, was second with five. 
The United States, Germany, 
Austria, and South and North 
Korea had two each. 

In past winter games, .Japan 
never had won more than three 
golds. 

Ohta. who already won the 
10-kilometre classical and the 10- 
kilometre combined races, led all 
the way Friday and won the race 
in 15:06.6. She was more than 45 
seconds ahead of Vera Fedorova 
of the Soviet Union, who was 
clocked in 15:52.1. 

Irina Taranenko of the Soviet 
Union took the bronze medal in 
16:02.3. 


Sato covered the distance in 
14:58.20, beating Russian 
Andrey Krivosheev, who took 
the silver in 15:01.17. Ronald 
Bobker of the Netherlands 
earned the bronze in 15:15.85. 

Warnicke, who finished second- 
overall in the World Speed Skat- 
ing Championships, easily won 
the race in 7:44.97, nearly 10 
seconds ahead of Carla Zijlstra of 
the Netherlands, who was clock- 
ed in 7:54.12. 

n 

The 21-year-old Zijlstra, ninth 
in the overall standings at this 
season's World Championships, 
won the gold medal in the 
women's 3,000-metre Wednes- 
day. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HIRSGH 

viM Trlbuna Madia SwMcaa, hie. 

ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 

Q.l— As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4AK103 7873 •> KJ106 +AK 
What is your opening bid? 

A. — Even if you play 16-18 no 
trumps, we think this hand is too 
strong for such action. Point count 
undervalues aces and kings and does 
not give due credit to tens. We feel 
this hand is worth 19-20 paints, so 
our choice is one diamond, intend- 
ing to jump in no trump ar our next 
turn, depending on partner’s 
response. 


4K7 7AJ65 7AJK764 *K5 

The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 :■ Pass 2 * 2 7 

* 

What action do you take? 

A. — You almost certainly can make 
a game— three no trump should be 
in the bank. However, unless part- 
ner is highly distributional, you can 
pick up a useful piece of change at 
no risk whatsoever by doubling. We 
would expect 800 or better. 


South, vulnerable, you 

4AK 


Q.2— As 
hold: 

4AK103 7873 OKJIQ6 
The bidding has proceeded; 

South West North East 

1 v Pass 1 4 Pass 

? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — We trust you do not accuse us 
of being inconsistent. Above, we 
stated that we thought this hand 
worth 19-20 points and that has not 
changed. Therefore, we would raise 
to four spades and consider three 
spades to be a distinct underbid. 

Q - Both vulnerable, as South you 

hold: 

6 Void 7AQ872 vKJ653 *M07 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

19 2 0 2 4 DW 

j 

What action do you take? 

A.— What an unpleasant situation! 
Certainly, it can’t be right to pass, 
and you can’t r^bid such 8 ratty suit 
freely at the three-level. Although 
we secretly admire those who trot 
out three clubs, it goes against our 
nature. That leaves only two no« 
trump— a poor thing, but our own. 
At least partner will know that we 
are short in spades. 

Q.4 — Both vulnerable, as South you 
hold: 


Q.5— Both vulnerable, as South you 
hold: 

4K7 9AJ65 0AK764 4K5 

The bidding has proceeded: 

Sonth West North East 

1 v Pass 2 * 2 7 

Dbl Pass 3 4 Pass 

i 

What do you bid now? 

A.— You have not yet shown part- 
ner your great strength. Since North 
has shown a long, good club suit 
and, probably, heart shortness, you 
.are in slam, possibly grand slam, 
territory. We would start with a 
cue-bid of three hearts, but are pre- 
pared to award consolation points 
to those who leaped directly to six 
clubs. 

Q.6— As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

* AK8742 75 6 A.762 * A7 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

Pass Pass 1 4 Pass 

*3 4 Pass 7 

What do you bid now? 

A.— Even though North, a passed 
band, was not strong enough to 
jump to four spades, we can con- 
struct many hands your partner 
could have where a small slam 
would be laydown. We suggest one 
try below game level. Bid four dia- 
monds. If partner can do no more 
than sign off with four spades, we. 
would pass. 


Peanuts 


THE AMAZON RIVER 15 
FOUR THOUSAND MILES LONG 


THE OHIO RIVER IS THIRTEEN 
HUNDRED MILES LONG... 



AND AN EMPTY 5UPPER 
DISH 15 TUIO MILES WIPE] 


Andy Capp 



Mutt‘n’Jeff 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR SATURDAY MARCHE, 1991 
By Thomas $. Pierson, Astrologer, Carrot! Righter Foundation 
ARIES: (March 21 to Aj*a 19} bcr 21 )Thiststiied)? iodefinitdy 


You have many ideas and you fed 
yon are the one who wiD have to 
take fcbc brant of what is put at 
motion today and you are right so 
be careful. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You fed you have so many fintiJa- 

tions nr present that you would be 
wise to eo uc en fiate upon them 
with such exactness that they are 
soon behind you. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Older friends can give you very 
good advice what you had better 
do if you warn to bring your 
cherished longings right into die 
palm of your hand. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Trice some time out to 
learn about any rules or laws that 
apply to yon and then you will be 
ahk so cany them through consci- 
entiously. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Now 
you are able to see sod believe 
sources of information that are 
avaSabe to you and they release 
ihte tfmt is important and 
that you need in your work. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Take same times out now to 
qyiy) much iim* attending to the 
obligations and resp oc ribflities 
that are basatQy yo ur s and don't 
fret if they are not easy. 

UMA i (Sept 23 to October 22) 
Think over what your par t n e rs 
expect from you and to be sure that 
yon scrupulously observe to the 
letter and die spirit whatever you ■ 
turns agreed to do. 

SCORFK): (October 23 to Novem- 


tie yoaredf down to the dudes it 
hand and to refrain from objecting 
to die project, that is expected of 
you. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Make sure no w that 
you do open youndf to pleasure 
you have enjoyed for sometime 
and don’t go off looking for some 
new undertaking. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Thao the time for you 
to stick to yt»r fennify and what 
they ask of you even though you 
t f ri p ir jt fooSsh and want to do 
ocher dungs. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Stick to that assignment or 
project that is your nature! task 
even though you feci that you are 
being imposed upon by otben you 
know. 

PISCES; (February 20 to March 
20) You fed you axe pretty modi 
hi lack where the things of this 
wodd are concerned tut if you 
want more income Its a c c ess ary 
you work for it. 

Today’s *UUs If your child were 
bora today she or he has all kinds 
of special capabilities for m a tte rs 
connected with the home and in 
the mam of trade. Became this 
child has a baste underetandmg of 
bow to achieve harmony at their 
residence and to merchandize 
wares and products with u n ca nny 
awareness others wiB seek to share 
their problems with them. 

"The stars moped, they do not 
compel. ” What you make of your 
Etc is hugely op to yon. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris- 


cmpi mb* 


HARRte 2-12 



“When I said 1 wanted to see some 
tenderness, he showed me his 
. infected tooth.” 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
1 9 by Henri Arnold and Bob Lea 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


LABAN 




■ 



toseMm liip w 

1 

□ 

SELAC 

n 

J 

□ 

□ 


C 

UD 

UNT 



' > 




BAL 

GER 


E 

_ 

_ 


> 


Bui eoukf um a 
bit ol sharpening 



SOME FEOFLE MAKE 
"POINTS' BV 
BEJN67HJS. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Yesterday’s 


Print answer hem: f X X X Xj 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: BRAWL YIELD WALNUT- ADROIT 

Answer What that Oeadbeat was always trying to 
borrow— HIS WW OUT OF DEBT 



THE Daily Crossword by Richard Thomas 


ACROSS 
i Foundation 

5 Yellow resin 
10 Trade 

14 Maple genus 

15 Path 

16 Cairo’s river 

17 Actor & role 

20 Euphoric state 
of a Kind 

21 Sty sound 

22 Bullfighter 

23 Chasm 

25 Wagner and 
De Niro 
28. Mimic 

28 Golf scores 

29 Tatum 

30 Right-hand 
man 

31 "La. — aux 
Folles" 

35 'Actol- 8 role 

38 Otherwise 

39 Row of seats 

40 Ready 

41 Offers 

42 Unctuous 

43 Delay cause 

47 Colonial artist 

48 Actor Peter 

49 Artful way3 

50 Weaken 

53 Actor & role 

56 - fixe 

57 Pipe type 
58* Electric fish 

59 Untouchable 
Eliot 

60 Food fish 

61 Helpet: abbr. 

DOWN 
Support ' 

Feel sore 
Sailors 
Blunder 
Hals or Wood 

6 Satellites 

■ 7 Nonsense 

8 Timetable 
abbr. 

9 Artist of a 
kind 

10 Nocturnal 
noise 

11 Mare astute 


a 

a 

a 

ai 

a 


■ 

■! 

a 

■ 

■ 

■1 

a 

■ 

■ 

■ 

a 

■ 

■ 

■ 


<■ 1990 Ttibuna Sarvtew, Inc 
Afl Rights Rctarved 



12 Vigilant 

13 Cuban cash 
18 New Orleans’ 

school 
t® Hordes 

24 Slow down 

25 Meteorology 
aid 

26 Jab 

27 Indigo shrub 

28 Calumet and 
corncob 

30 in reserve 

31 Waterway 

32 Movie makers 

33 Agana's land 

34 Spot 

36 Wages 

37 Salad item 

41 Indonesian 
island 

42 Runner-up 

43 Fr. sculptor 

44 Piano piece 

45 Potion 
portions 

46 Carries 


Yesterday's Puzzle Strived: 


qduh auaaa □□nu 
□aisa oaaga naan 
cigaa □□□□□ antuB 
□aasaciaa aaoaaa 
Liana 

qqhboo Dana hqq 
ubljqb aaoe 
gQg Sana asaana 
HaaaaaaciSi aaaaa 
noun Bonn 
QgQHQQ aaQHaaan 
SHSS ugaau buhd 
0§S aQ aQQ Q 

HHOfl BBQHQ Rronn 


::fr 


- ’ll IT 




■S 




ry- 


♦ I 


> 


47 Courtyard 
49 Regal 
title 

51 Troubles 


52 Irritant 

54 Jeanne d“— 

55 .Afternoon 
function 
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Lot to go 
private 


WARSAW, Poland ( AP) — The 
government plans to sell up to a 
19 per cent interest in the Polish 
airlines Lot to private sharehol- 
ders. 

At least a 51 per cent share of 
the national carrier would be 
retained by tbe state treasury 
under a draft law approved by the 
prime minister and his cabinet 

The law mast be approved by 
parliament, but airline officials 
said the government endorse- 
ment will allow the search for 
commercial partners to begin. 

The Gulf crisis has caused Lot 
severe losses from higher fuel 
prices and cancelled flights to the 
Middle East, which represented a 
significant portion of the carrier's 
routes. 

Lot's director, Bronislaw Kli- 
maszewsld, said in mid-February 
that the airline had not been in 
such difficult financial circumst- 
ances since 1982, after the com- 
munist government imposed mar- 
tial law and commercial and tour- 
ist contacts abroad were limired. 

The Lot fleet of 11 airplanes 
includes only three Boeing 737s. 
The rest are Soviet-made planes, 
which Klimaszewski described as 
“Fuel guzzling." 

Lot flies to 37 airports in 
Europe, Asia, Africa and North 
America and has regular charter 
connections to four others. The 
airline serves seven Polish cities. 

Privatization Minister Janusz 
Lewandowsld told a news confer- 
ence that the sale of the Polara 
light. bulb company to the Dutch 
conglomerate Phillips and the 
sale of the Fampa paper-making 
machine factory to the U.S.- 
owned Beloit Corp. prove the 
new government's “capability of 
making quick decisions. ” 

Lewandowsld said the govern- 
ment pushed aside red tape to 
permit the speedy sale of the two 
companies, the first time foreign 
investors have obtained controll- 
ing interest of state-owned enter- 
prises in Poland. 

Phillips is purchasing 51 per 
-cent of Polam. Before the sale, 
the government had estimated 
Polam’s value at -$10 million. 


Saudis may slightly cut oil 


DUBAI (R) — Saudi Arabia, the 
world’s largest oil exporter, may 
agree to a small cut in its crude 
output to support oil prices in the 
short term if other OPEC mem- 
bers do the same. Gulf oil indus- 
try sources said Friday. 

They added that Iran, by 
announcing it will raise output by 
100,000 barrels per day (bid) just 
days before a meeting of the 
Organisation of Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries (OPEC), was 
indicating it wanted a key role in 
any deal on output levels. 

Ministers of the 13-member 
group will bold a market monitor- 
ing meeting in Geneva Monday, 
which could turn into an 
emergency session to set new 
output quotas. 

OPEC suspended quotas last 
August to enable its members to 
make up for the four million b/d 
lost after Iraq invaded fellow 


OPEC member Kuwait. 

“Saudi Arabia will call the 
shots at the OPEC meeting, they 
might cut output a little if the 
others do, bur not much,” a senior 
industry executive in the Gulf 
said. 

The sources said Saudi Arabia 
wanted ocher OPEC members 
who had benefited from the sus- 
pension of quotas, namely the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE), 
Venezuela and to some extent 
Iran, to share the two million b/d 
cut required to keep oil prices 
above $10 per barrel. 

Saudi Arabia currently pumps 
around 8.2 million b/d. almost 
three million above its 5.4 million- 
b/d level last August. 

The sources said the kingdom, 
which has spent billions of dollars 
supporting the U.S.-led coalition 
forces against Iraq, will seek a 
deal to maximise its revenues by 
mopping up some excess OPEC 


output but keeping its share more 
or less intact. 

OPECs output ceiling was set 
at 22.5 million b/d in July. Cur- 
rent crude output is around 23 
million b/d, some two million 
above demand in the second 
quarter of this year, when de- 
mand seasonally slumps at the 
end of the northern hemisphere 
winter. 

Iraq and Kuwait will be left out 
of the quota structure as their 
shattered oil industries are un- 
likely to resume production for 
some time. 

The Middle East benchmark 
Dubai crude was on sale in Tokyo 
Friday for around $14.70 per bar- 
rel, well below the $18 it fetched 
before the Iraqi invasion. 

The UAE has boosted output 
to around 2.4 million b/d in 
February from 1.6 million in Au- 
gust, while Venezuela's produc- 


U.S. productivity sharply declines 


WASHINGTON ( AP) — Amer- 
ican workers' productivity in 1990 
fell 0.8 per cent, its steepest drop 
since the last recession and the 
first time in 10- years it has de- 
clined for two consecutive years, 
'the government has said. 

The labour department said the 
decrease in non-farm productivity' 
last year was the sharpest since a 
0.9 per cent decline in 1982 and 
followed a 0.7 per cent drop in 
1989 — the first firm since 1979- 
80 that productivity fell for two 
straight years. 

Non-farm productivity is de- 
fined as output per hour of work. 

Increased productivity, or get- 
ting each worker to produce more 
during each hour of work, is 
considered vital to increasing the 
nation's standard of living with- 
out boosting inflation. It also can 
increase the competitiveness of 
U.S. goods overseas. 

The report also Showed that 
during the fourth quarter, the 
nation '5 businesses trimmed the 
working hours of their em- 
ployees at a revised annual rate 
of 2.8 per cent — the largest 
falloff since the depths of the 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Thursday, March 7, 1 991 
CentraL_Bank official rates 

Bmj Sen' 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Sterling 
Deuucbemaric 
Swiss franc 
French franc 


668.0 672.0 
1265.5 1273.1 

434.3 436.9 

496.4 501.4 

1Z7.6 128.4 


Japanese yen (for 100) 
Dutch guMer 
Swedish crown 
Italian lira (for 100) 
Belgian franc (for 10) 


4923 

3853 

117.1 

583 

209.7 


4953 

387.6 

117.8 

58.5 

211.0 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying .and selling rates for 

leading world currendes and gold against the dollar at midsession 

on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday. 

One Sterling 1.8805/15 

U.S. dollar 

One U.S. dollar 1.1615/20 

Canadian dollar 

1.5535/40 

Deutschemarks 

1.7500/10 

Dutch guilders 

13530/35 

Swiss francs 

32.00/05 

Belgian francs 

5.2840/90 

French francs 

1159/1160 

Italian lire 

136.20/30 

Japanese yen 

5.7470/7520 

Swedish crowns 

6.0670/0720 

Norwegian crowns 

5.9700/50 

Danish crpwns 

One ounce of gold 367.00/50 

U.S. dollars 


19S1-S2 recession .The Octobcr- 
December rate first was reported 
to have fallen 2.7 per cent. 

It was the second quarterly 
decline in the number of hours 
worked, which economists said 
can be expected during a reces- 
sion when businesses are im- 
plementing large-scale layoffs 
and making do with fewer em- 
ployees. 

Although productivity fell dur- 
ing all of 1990. including a 1.8 per 
cent drop in the first quaiter. it 
advanced a revised 0.3 per cent 
during the final three months of 
the year — faster than the 0. 1 per 
cent rate first reported. 

In the manufacturing sector, 
which has been among the har- 
dest hit by the recession, produc- 
tivity declined at an annual rate 
of 1.6 per cent in the October- 
December period, slower than 
the 2.4 per cent decline in the 
original report last month. Fac- 
tories trimmed their working 
‘hours by 6.8 per cent 1981, which 
economists said could be ex- 
pected during an economic down- 
turn when firms are im- 
plementing large-scale layoffs 
and making do with fewer’ em- 
ployees. 

The decline in manufacturing 


hours was the steepest since the 
final quarter of 1982, when hours 
fell 8.6 per cent. 

For all of 1990. manufacturing 
productivity increased 3.0 per 
cent and hours worked fell 2.1 
per cent. 

Meanwhile, hourly labour 
costs.' a major measure of infla- 
tion for non-farm businesses, rose 
at a revised 4.0 per cent rate in 
the fourth quarter, rather than 
the 3.8 per cent first reported. 

For workers, that translated 
into a 2.8 per cent decline in 
compensation once consumer in- 
flation was factored in. a bit more 
than the 2.7 per cent drop in the 
original report. 

Unit labour costs, a key gauge 
of future price inflation, rose 3.7 
percent, compared with a 4. 1 per 
cent jump during the third quar- 
ter. 

For all of 1990, hourly labour 
costs increased 3.5 per cent while 
unit labour costs increased 4.3 
per cent. 

Total business productivity, in- 
cluding farming, declined 0.6 per 
cent for the year, compared with 
a 0.5 per cent decline in 1989. 

Last year's drop, as in the 
non-farm sector, was the largest, 
since 1982. 


Romania receives $300m 
bridging loan from BIS 


BUCHAREST (R) — Romania 
has received a bridging loan of 
$300 million arranged by the 
Basle-based Bank for Interna- 
tional Settlements (BIS), mark- 
ing the country's return to the. 
international credit market after 
a 10-year break. National Bank 
governor Mugur Isarescu said 
Friday. 

Isarescu said the loan would 
tide Romania over financial diffi- 
culties until it started receiving a 
standby credit already agreed 
with the Washington-based Biter- 
national Monetary Fund (IMF). 

He said the BIS bridging loan 
was received Thursday and would 
help Romania overcome balance 
of payments problems brought on 
by higher winter energy costs. 

“This bridging loan marks 
Romania's comeback to the inter- 
national financial community af- 
ter a break of more than 10 


years,” Isarescu said. 

The BIS and central banks in 
12 developed countries had con- 
tributed to the bridging loan, be 
said. 

Washington confirmed Thurs- 
day it was contributing $40 mil- 
lion. The loan will ease Roma- 
nia's financial burden as it con- 
tends with a 1990 current account 
balance of payments deficit of 
$1.5 billion and a forecast deficit 
of $1.7 billion in 1991. 

The IMF agreed in January to 
give Romania a credit package 
worth almost $1 billion, including 
a $540 million standby loan plus 
$356 million in oil import assist- 
ance under the IMF's contingen- 
cy and compensatory financing 
facility. 

The credits are intended to 
help Romania press on with re- 
forms aimed at building a market 
economy. 
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Cinema 


Tel: 625155 




Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 


THE PUNISHER 



THE RESCUE 


Show: 3-30, 630, 8:30 p.m. 

r Cinema Tel: 634144" 

PHILADELPHIA 


BROOKE 

SHIELDS (...) IN 

KING OF THE 



330, 6:15. 830. 1030 


Performances: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30 


Cinema 


NUOUM 


Tel: 67557T 


Cinema 




PLAZA 


Tel: 699238 


TutltiCk SHOW JBBk 


1- ITALIAN! A 

THE T* * 


RIO 

RICK SHOW 


Show 5:00 p.m: only 



2- NEVER FALL 

3 . 


[ IN LOVE J 


Performance*: 1230, 3:30, 650. 850, 1050 
Pftday A Sunday ear* rfrow g 11:00 mm. 


Shows: 1250, 350. 7:15, 9:15 p-m. 




Resistance grows 
to Algerian reform 


output 

tion is up to 2.3 million b/d from 
1.9 million. 

Iran now pumps around 3.2 
million b/d of crude and was 
producing as much as 3.45 million 
b/d at the end of last year, well 
above its level of around three 
million last August. 

Iranian Oil Industry Minister 
Gholamreza Aqazadeh said 
Wednesday his country would 
start producing 100,000 b/d more 
in the coming days. 

Oil industry sources said Iran 
wanted to mark a higher output 
level as its maximum capacity as a 
bargaining chip when the issue of 
quota-sharing faces the ministers. 

But they said Iran, with its 
limited production capability and 
30 million barrels of unsold crude 
stocks stored on ships outside 
European ports, would agree to 
an output cut to maintain prices 
at least around current levels in 
the second quarter. 

World Bank 
looks for 
special role 
in Mideast 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
World Bank wants to play a role 
in Iraq as well as other countries 
of the Middle East. E. Patrick 
Coady, U.S. representative on 
the bank's board of executive 
directors said Thursday. 

Coady spoke after the 
announcement that President 
George Bush has named Lewis 
Preston, former head of J.P. 
Morgan and Co., to be the bank's 
next president. Coady did not 
allude to the announcement. 


[ Yamanisays 
oil price 
could plunge 
to $12 

PARIS (R) — Oil prices, current- 
ly around $20 a barrel, could 
tumble to $12 when Iraq starts 
exporting crude again, former 
Saudi Arabian oil minister Sheikh 
Ahamad Zaki Yamani was 
quoted Friday as saying. 

He told the French daily Le 
Figaro in an interview that short- 
term oil prices would depend on 
when Iraq was able to restart 
exports and on how quickly 
Kuwait's damaged oil fields could 
be repaired. 

Kuwait's oil production has 
been baited by the Iraqi destruc- 
tion of its fields, and Iraq exports 
have been stopped by a United 
Nations embargo on trade with 
Baghdad. 

Yamani, who now runs a Lon- 
don-based energy institute, said: 
“A lot depends on the moment 
Iraq once again becomes an ex- 
porter and the level of its produc- 
tion. The future also depends on 
whar happens to Kuwait's dam- 
aged oil fields. But the moment 
Iraq starts producing and export- 
ing, prices will collapse.” 

Asked how much prices could 
fall, Yamani replied: “God only 
; knows, perhaps they could drop 
to S12 per barrel.”' 

He said he expected Iraq to be 
selling erode on world markets by 
: June at the latest. 

Yamani said a conference of oil 
producers and consumers called 
by Iran for May was too early. He 
said such a meeting should be 
held in about a year's time. 

Yamani said crude oil prices 
would still fall by $2 to S3 even if 
OPEC manages to cut its output 
ceiling to 21 million b/d. 


ALGIERS R) — The Algerian 
government's plans to shift from 
socialism to a market economy 
are facing growing resistance 
from trade unions and opposition 
parties. 

Critics say economic liberalisa- 
tion has led to higher prices and a 
credit squeeze. Businessmen 
complain that their access to fore- 
ign exchange remains strictly con- 
trolled. 

The UGTA rrade union fed- 
eration has threatened a two-day 
general strike in protest against 
rising prices and is due to make a 
derision Saturday. 

The government says the critic- 
isms are unfounded.* Commerce 
Minister Smail Goumeziane said 
the only alternative would be for 
Algeria to become a slave to the 
International Monetary Fund. 

Critics “have never offered an 
economic alternative of any 
kind," Economy Minister Ghazi 
Hedouri said Wednesday. 

Hedouci is the main architect 
of reforms launched in 1988 to 
dismantle 20 years of socialist 
economics under the National Li- 
beration Front (FLN). 

Reforms have accelerated in 
recent months with the authorisa- 
tion of joint ventures and import- 
export companies which can now 
compete with state monopolies. 

The government plans to make 
the Algerian dinar convertible 
by the end of this year. Since late 
February Algerians with long- 
term bank deposits can buy li- 
mited amounts of foreign ex- 
change with dinars to official 
rates. 

But the local press has reported 
sharp rises in the cost of medi- 
cines, building materials, cooking 
oils, tobacco and public trans- 


port. 

“Clearly citizens are today fac- 
ing real difficulties due to a high 
cost of living... and the increases 
are a major obstacle to supply 
and investment." wrote national 
assembly president Abdul Aziz 
Belkhadem in an open letter to 
prime Minister Mouloud Ham- 

rouche. 

A local radio station reported 
angry scenes as housewives pro- 
tested against sudden increases in 
the prices of fruit and vegetables. 

Even a member of the FLlNTs 
politburo, Amar Tou, voiced cri- 
ticism. 

In an article in a local paper he 
wrote it had been expected that 
the reforms would lead to “an 
abundance of merchandise and 
inputs... but only an unbridled 
surge in prices seems to have 
been applied." 

Goumeziane said a return to 
“controlled prices and easy credit 
will not guarantee anyone’s elec- 
tion or political future." 

The UGTA (the General Un- 
ion of Algerian Workers) is 
strongly critical of the govern- 
ment's economic policies which 
it says could lead to paralysis. 

The union said uncontrolled 
prices were “an immediate threat 
to social peace and the country's 
stability." 

In press advertisements, pri- 
vate businessmen complained 
•that the government was sidelin- 
ing them by limiting their access 
to imports and foreign exchange. 

Hachemi Chcrif, leader of the 
left-wing Avant-Garde 
Soria list e Party, told a radio in- 
terviewer Wednesday “the sud- 
den surge in prices will fuel the 
crisis on which the Islamic fun- 
damentalists are feeding." 


The bank is the biggest source 
of aid to Third World countries. 

“Yemen. Jordan and Egypt 
qualify for special concessionary 
aid,” he said. “Real economic 
vitality in Iraq will obviously de- 
pend on the resolution of forces 
that I'm not expert to talk on, 
only to say that at the appropriate 
time the World Bank would like 
to play a role." 

Countries where the average 
income is $600 a year or less can 
get loans at almost no interest, 
repayable in 40 years. 

Coady sard that countries 
where the income is less than 
$4,000 a year can also get help. 
This consists of loans at rates of 
interest like those that commer- 
cial banks charged, but for much 
longer periods — as much as 20 
years — than commercial banks 
normally give. 

“The Gulf crisis has obviously 
shaken existing economic rela- 
tionships,” Coady said. 

“Literally millions of guest 
workers have lost jobs and need 
to be resettled. In many countries 
tourist receipts have been 
adversely affected, which were an 
important part of their foreign 
exchange. This is particularly true 
in countries like Morocco, Egypt 
and Turkey," he noted. 

“Special trade arrangements 
across the board have been dis- 
rupted. And of course quite 
obviously in Kuwait and Iraq 
there is massive reconstruction 
that needs to take place,” he 
pointed out. 


Iran drills into world’s 
largest offshore gas field 


DUBAI (R) — Iran has drilled 
an exploratory well in a huge 
Gulf gas field off Qatar and oil 
industry sources described the 
move as a bid for a slice of the 
revenue from the field. 

Oil Minister Gholamreza 
Aqazadeh. quoted by Tehran 
radio, said Iran would invest $1.5 
billion to produce and transfer 
the gas from the North Field 
reservoir it shares with Qatar. 

Oil industry sources in the Gulf 
said Iran was after a percentage 
of Qatar’s future revenues from 
the field, the world's largest. 

“Iran is after a pay check every 
month. They want to scare 
Qatar," one industry source said. 

Iran said last year that 20 per 
cent of the North Field reservoir, 
which is now estimated to hold 
some 500 trillion cubic feet of 
natural gas, was on its side of the 
median line dividing the shallow 
waters of the Gulf. 

Qatar officially made no com- 
ment. Oil officials in Doha pri- 
vately said a few months ago that 
Tehran had not directly 
approached Qatar on its claims 
on the field. 

“With the amount of gas in 
place at North Field, I think 
Qatar wants to leave Iran to drill 
from its side if it wants to,” an oil 


industry executive said. 

The sources said Iran's 
announcement on an exploratory 
well came less than two weeks 
after Qatar signed a long-term 
liquefied natural gas (LNG) deal 
with Japan's Chubu Electric Pow- 
er Company starting in 1997. 

The shallow Khuff formation 
under the Gulf, where the gas 
lies, could extend into Iran’s side, 
but the main reservoir was under 
Qatari waters, they added. 

Iran owns the world’s second 
largest natural gas reserves after 
the Soviet Union with over 14.5 
trillion cubic feet. 

“Iran could spend that $1.5 
billion more effectively on de- 
veloping its onshore gas fields,” 
an oil industry source in the Gulf 
said. 

Qatar has spent $1.2 billion so 
far to develop the first phase of 
the North Field project to supply 
its own industries with around. 
800 million cubic feet of gas per 
day. 

The first phase, which started 
in 1988, was expected to be com- 
pleted last month, but the com- 
missioning was, delayed for a cou*. 
pie of months due to gas leaks — - 
denied by Qatar — and an exodus 
of foreign experts. 

Qatar wants to export its gas to 


its Gulf neighbours by pipelines 
and to the Far East in LNG form. 

On Feb. 22 it signed a letter of 
intent with Japan’s Chubu to 
supply four million tonnes per 
year of LNG for 25 years starting 
from 1997. 

The LNG project, which in- 
volves a six million tonnes per 
year capacity liquefication plant 
and at least seven LNG tankers, 
is expected to cost several billion 
dollars. Qatar plans to find other 
customers for its excess two mil- 
lion tonnes of LNG. 

Aqazadeh said Iran planned a 
daily export of up to three billion 
cubic feet of gas to Europe — 
nearly 10 times the amount it 
started pumping through a pipe- 
line to the Soviet Union last year. 

Tehran radio said Iran planned 
to produce one million cubic feet 
of gas and 50,000 barrels of gas 
liquids daily from the field. The 
well was drilled by Iran’s state- 
owned Offshore Oil Company,- 
the minister said. 

Aqazadeh did no say when 
production would begin, but the 
radio quoted him as saying agree- 
ment had been reached with Ita- 
lian’ and Soviet firms to drill, 
pump and transfer the gas from 
the field. He did not name the 
firms. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT FROM THE 
MINISTRY OF WATER AND IRRIGATION 
WATER AUTHORITY 
INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB) 
TENDER NO. I0/9I/SP 
SUPPLY OF BLACK STEEL PIPES 

1 . The Water Authority of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan has 
received a loan from the World Bank in various currencies 
towards the cost of the water and sewerage project and it is 
intended that part of the proceeds of this loan will be applied 
to eligible payments under the contracts for the purchase of 
30 km 8" and 12 km 12" black steel pipes. 

2. The Water Authority now invites sealed bids from eligible 
bidders for the supply of black steel pipes. 

3. Interested eligible bidders may obtain further information 
from and inspect the documents at the office of the Secretary 
General of the Water Authority, Shmeisani, P.O. Box 2412, 
Amman, Jordan. Telephone 680100 Telex 22439 JO Fax. 
679143. 

4. A complete set of bidding documents may be purchased by 
any eligible bidder on submission of a written application to 
the above address and the payment of non-refundable fee of 
JD 200. 

5. All bids must be accompanied by a bid security in the 
amounts) specified in the conditions of contract and must be 
delivered to the above office not later than 1200 hours, 
Jordan local time, on Tuesday 09/04/1 991 . 

Eng. Mutazz Belbelsi 
Secretary-General 
Water Authority 




Strike by Soviet 
miners holds firm 


MOSCOW (R) — Soviet miners 
said Friday that a wage strike in 
the country's biggest coalfields 
was holding firm and nearby 60 
pits would stay out over the 
weekend. 

A national holiday meant 
mines throughout the country 
were automatically dosed Friday. 

Strike leaders said the protest 
would resume Saturday at five 
coalfields, including the giant 
Ukrainian Donbass and Siberian 
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Kuzbass basins. 

The week- long protest is 
already hitting production of steel 
and the government has warned it 
could throw the whole of Soviet 
industry into turmoil. 

President Mikhail Gorbachev 
has accused some Russian politi- 
cians of whipping up labour un- 
rest in the mines and called their 
behaviour suiddal and irresponsi- 
ble. 

The independent Postfactum 
news agency reported that strik- 
ers in the Donbass had asked for 
suport from miners’ trade unions 
throughout the world. 

The official news agency TASS 
said lost production from five 
mines alone in tbe Krasnoar- 
meysk region of the Donbass 
totalled 100,000 tonnes of coal. 
Financial losses amounted to ab- 
out 15 million roubles ($26.6 mil- 
lion at the inflated official ex- 
change rate). 

A strike committee spokesman 
in the Donbass said 20 mines 
there would continue the strike 
Saturday and 11 more were refus- 
ing to load and ship coal. 
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Britain’s ruling Conservatives 
suffer stunning by-election loss 


LONDON ( AP) — In a swift and 
painful reversion to domestic 
politics after the Gulf war, Prime 
Minister John Major's Conserva- 
tive Party Friday lost its north 
England stronghold of Ribble 
Valley to centrists. 

The Liberal Democratic Party 
overturned the previous elec- 
tion's 19.528-vote Tory majority 
to take the prosperous, mainly 
rural district by 4.601 votes in a 
solid protest against local taxa- 
tion. 

The result of Majot s first elec- 
toral test, in the ballot Thursday 
— his 100th day in office — 
marked the Tories’ worst special 
election upset in more than a 
decade. Britons regard such by- 
elections as equivalent to a baro- 
meter of public opinion about the 
government's policies. 

It overshadowed the prime 
minister's strong personal ratings 
which soared during the w3r and 
also dampened speculation he 
will call an election in June, a 
year before the deadline. 

Major said it was impossible to 
“draw any conclusions” from the 
Ribble Valley vote. Speaking to 


Indian president struggles 
to solve government crisis 


reporters outside his Downing 
Street office. Major predicted his 
Conservative party would win a 
general election. 

The 24 per cent vote swing 
against the government in Ribble 
Valley, previously the party's 
10th safest seat in the 65ft- 
member House of Commons, 
lent new urgency to government 
attempts to overhaul the so-called 
poll tax before nationwide local 
government elections on May 2. 

“The result is very bad for us." 
Conservative Party Chairman 
Chris Patten said. “It is dis- 
appointing... it does have a mes- 
sage for us about the community 
charge.” 

The community charge is the 
official name for the poll tax, a 
per head tax levied on every adult 
irrespective of income. It was 
introduced by former Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher in 
England last year to replace prop- 
erty taxes. 

The tax has reduced taxes for 
the better off and sparked rioting 
in central London last year. 

“This victory of the Liberal 
Democrats tonight has put paid 


to the poll tax." the party's candi- 
date. teacher Michael Carr, 44, 
declared when the resulr was 
announced In a school hall in 
Hurst Green. The remainder was 
split among fringe candidates. 

The result contrasted with the 
Tories’ widening lead in nation- 
wide opinion polls since Mis. 
Thatcher resigned on Nov. 28 
after a Conservative Party revolt. 

Major has turned round a lag 
of around 14 points behind the 
Labour .Party during Mrs. 
Thatcher’s last year in power. 

The lastest national sounding 
by GaJIup published in London's 
Daily Telegraph Friday showed 
the Conservatives shooting to an 
8.5 per cent lead up from a 0.5 
point deficit in Gallup's survey a 
month ago. The Tories had 45 per 
cent. Labour 36.5 and the Liberal 
Democrats 13 per cent. 

Another Gallup survey showed 
Major with a huge 59 per cent 
personal satisfaction rating — six 
points above Mrs. Thatcher’s 
peak rating after her second 
general election victory in 1983. 

Major's popularity has been 
soaring following the Gulf war. 


Manila seeks foreign advice on bases 


MANILA (AP) — The Philip- 
pines has invited the United 
States and four Other countries to 
join a regional discussion on 
whether American military bases 
should be allowed to remain 
here, sources said Friday. 

Filipino sources, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said in- 
vitations have also been sent to 
Japan. China. Australia and 
South Korea to join informal 
talks here in June on the future of 
the bases, whose lease expires in 
September. 

The talks mil take place as part 
of a security dialogue of the 
Association of 1 South East Asian 
Nations, which includes the Phi- 


lippines, Thailand, Indonesia. 
Singapore, Malaysia and Brunei. 

“Focus of the dialogue is on 
regional security, perceptions of 
countries in the region, alterna- 
tives to the U.S. security umbrel- 
la and prospects for regional 
security cooperation.” one source 
said. 

The talks are seen as an effort 
by Manila to forge a regional 
consensus on the need for the 
bases to counter domestic opposi- 
tion to the bases, especially in the 
Philippine Senate. 

Philippine Foreign Secretary 
Raul Mangiapus has been in 
Washington for talks aimed at 
narrowing differences with the 


Mandela lawyer accuses 
witness of seeking publicity 


JOHANNESBURG, South Afri- 
ca (AP) — Winnie Mandela’s 
lawyer accused a witness in her 
kidnap and assault trial of being a 
publicity-seeker who hoped to 
profit from “peddling" stories 
that Mrs. Mandela beat him and 
three others. • L ’' 

During two hours of cross- 
examination . attorney George 
Bizos tried to show that witness 
Kenneth Kgase sought out news- 
papers in South Africa and 
abroad to publish accounts of the 
alleged crime. 

“Your story that you have been 
peddling would not have been 
worth very much if you had not 
implicated Mrs. Mandela,” Bizos 
said. 

“I’m not here to implicate any- 
one," Kgase responded. *'f have 
no reason to implicate Mrs. Man- 
dela. I'm her victim.” 

It was Kgase’s second day on 
the stand in the sensational trial, 
which began Feb. 8. 

Mrs. Mandela, the wife of Afri- 
can National Congress leader 
Nelson Mandela, and three co- 
defendants have pleaded inno- 
cent to four counts each of kid- 
napping and assault. 

Prosecutors allege the defen- 
dants abducted Kgase and three 
other young men from a Method- 
ist Church home on Dec. 29. 
1988, and beat them in Mrs. 
Mandela's Soweto house. One of 
them. 14-year-old Stompie 
Seipei. was later killed. 

Earlier Thursday. Kgase testi- 
fied he was forced to hold down a 
struggling man while Mrs. Man- 


dela's chief boydguard, Jerry 
Richardson, stabbed him in the 
neck with garden shears. The 
man. who survived, apparently 
had refused to join Mrs. Mande- 
la’s now-disbanded bodyguard 
unit. . 

Asked why he held the man, 
Kgase said, ”1 had no other op- 
tion.’* 

The 31-year-old witness said he 
escaped from Mrs. Mandela’s 
homeon Jan. 7, 19S9, nine days 
after the alleged abduction. 

Richardson was convicted last 
year in Seipei's death and is 
appealing a death sentence. 

Prosecutors say Richardson 
and the other defendants were 
motivated by allegations the 
young men had homosexual rela- 
tions with a minister. 

After a day and a half of 
damaging testimony, the defence 
tried to poke holes in Kgase ’s 
story by pointing out contradic- 
tions with statements made in 
Richardson's trial. 

Kgase testified earlier that he 
could not positively say who 
assaulted Seipei. At Mrs. Man- 
dela's trial, however, he said co- 
defendant Xoliswa Falati beat the 
teenager. 

“Is that what you made up 
since the previous trial?” the 
defence asked. 

Kgase appeared tired, fre- 
quently wiping his forehead and 
eyes. He did not look at Mrs. 
Mandela or the other defendants, 
although Mrs. Mandela watched 
him carefully and at one point 
shook her head. 


Army vows support for 
Pinochet despite abuses 


SANTIAGO, Chile ( AP) — The 
army has declared “unrestricted 
loyalty” to its commander in 
chief, former president Gen. Au- 
guste Pinochet in the face of 
criticism of massive human rights 
abuse during his long reign - 
In a communique, the army’s 
31 generals flatly rejected de- 
mands from Socialist and other 
leftist politicians for Pinochet’s 
resignation for his responsibility 
in the rights violations. 

The generals said their com- 
munique “represents the position 
of the entire institution.” 

The communique was issued as 
the army generals corps began a 
dosed meeting to study a report 
disclosed ■earlier in the week by 
President Patrido Aylwin on hu- 
man rights violations durig 
Pinochet’s 16!* year rule. 

At the end of the meeting, the 
generals are expected to issue a 
formal statement commenting on 
the report which said 2,115 dissi- 
dents were killed for political 
reasons during the military reg- 
ime. which ended a year ago. 

It also said torture of political 
prisoners was common, including 
electric shocks, beatings and sex- 
ual abuse. 

Although the report did not 
disclose any names of suspected 


human rights violators, it made 
clear those responsible were 
members of the armed forces and 
the national police. 

It said the worse atrodties were 
committed by a now disbanded 
secret police agency organised by 
the military known as Dina, 
which reported directly to 
Pinochet in his double capacity as 
president and army commander. 

Pinochet, said the report writ- 
ten by a nine-member spedal 
investigative panel, “accumu- 
lated an amount of power never 
seen in Chile before.” 

The reference was widely inter- 
preted by several Socialist politi- 
cians and other leftists as a proof 
of Pinochet’s responsibility for. 
the abuses. They said the 75-year- 
old general should resign from 
the army , which he still com- 
mands. 

The vice president of Aylwin’s 
own Christian Democratic Parry, 
Genaro Arriagada, Thursday 
joined the demands for 
Pinochet’s resignation. 

Pinochet retained the army 
command after turning over the 
presidency to . Aylwin, sheltered 
by a clause in the 1980 constitu- 
tion written by his regime. The 
same clause prevents Aylwin 
from firing him- 


Americans over the duration of 
an extension and how much the_ 
United State must pay for their 
use. 

President Corazon Aquino's 
government had insisted that 
American forces leave the coun- 
try after seven years and that 
Washington pay S825 million a 
year to continue using the bases. 

The Americans offered about , 
$320 million a year and had ; 
hoped for a 10- to 12-year 
phasedown. 

On Thursday, Philippine 
sources said a draft extension 
agreement would leave open the 
possibility that the bases could 
remain beyond seven years. 


Pakistan, 

U.S. still . 
deadlocked 
over nuclear 
project 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Rela- 
tions between India and Pakistan 
have improved but Pakistan re- 
mains unwilling to abandon a 
reported quest for atomic 
weapons. Congress was told. 

State and Defence Department 
officials said U.S. aid to Pakistan 
will remain suspended until and 
unless President George Bush is 
able to certify to Congress that 
the South Asian country does not 
possess or is not building a nuc- 
lear explosive device. 

Military and economic assist- 
ance was suspended last October 
for lack of certification. The nuc- 
lear issue remains unresolved, the 
House Asian and Pacific Subcom- 
mittee was told at a Thursday 
public hearing. 

Meanwhile, the administration 
certified earlier this week that last 
October's Pakistan election in- 
stalling Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif s rightwing Islamic Demo- 
cratic Alliance and unseating for- 
mer Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto was generally fair and 
free, Deputy Assistant Secretaiy 
of State Teresita Schaffer testi- 
fied, • 

U.S. law requires the certifica- 
tions for certain major recipients 
of American aid. 

Ms. Schaffer and Assistant De- 
fence Secretary Henry S. Rowen 
said they hope continuing talks 
with the Sharif government will 
allow resumption of aid to Pakis- 
tan, which until last year’s cutoff 
received the seventh largest U.S. 
assistance package in the world. 

Tension between India and 
Pakistan over disputed Kashmir 
”is perceptibly lower than it was 
last spring,” Ms. Schaffer said. 
She voiced hope that the two 
neighbour soon may agree on 
“military confidence-building 
measures which could contribute 
positive momentum to the rela- 
tionship while reducing the risk of 
stumbling into conflict.” 

Ms. Schaffer described Indian’ 
Prime Minister Chandra Shekar's 
resignation this week as a surprise 
which “throws the Indian politic- 
al scene into disarray.” 

The Bush administration 
proposed $239 million for Pakis- 
tan in its fecal 1992 budget, about 
half the 1991 level, with the 
understanding the money would 
be shifted to other countries if the 
nuclear dispute remains unre- 
solved. 

Subcommittee Chairman 
Stephen Solarz urged allocating 
the funds to others now, or at 
least fixing a deadline for settling 
the nuclear dispute. 

Ms. Schaffer replied that the 
request for Pakistan demons- 
trated that “we have an impor- 
tant relationship and consider it 
very important ... to lose no 
opportunity to deal with these 
issues.” 


An exit poll in Ribble Valley 
predicted the upset result. But it 
also showed that a majority of 
Tory voters said they planned to 
return to the party in a general 
election. 

However, the Liberal Demo- 
crats, who battle to survive in the 
centre, of British politics domin- 
ated by the Conservatives and 
Labour, declared they were on 
track to becoming a major force. 

For the Tories. Ribble Valley 
was worse than another shock 
defeat in the south England dis- 
trict of Eastbourne last October. 
The Liberal Democrats took 
Eastbourne in a 19 per cent swing 
against the government which 
helped bring abour Mrs. Thatch- 
er's downfall. 

In the House of Commons, the 
loss of Ribble Valley merely de- 
nted the Tories' majority over all 
the other parties in the House 
combined to 95 seats. 

The Conservatives have 372 
Commons seats. Labour 228 and 
the Liberal Democrats 21. The 
rest are held by minority regional 
parties. 


Slovenia 
to stop 
sending 
recruits 
to army 

LJUBLJANA, Yugoslavia (AP) 
— Slovenia decided Thursday to 
stop sending recruits for compul- 
sory military service in the 
Yugoslav army in another chal- 
lenge to crumbling central au- 
thority. 

Parliament in the small, 
independence-minded Western 
republc adopted a Law specifying 
that it would send servicemen to 
the army only if the soldiers 
themselves demanded it, the 
Yugoslav News Agency, Tanjug, 
said. 

It said that otherwise, Slove- 
nian recruits would serve in the 
local defence force or state 
police., 

There are no immediate com- 
ment from federal authorities, 
but Col. Milan ,Aksentijevic, the 
only deputy in Slovenia’s legisla- 
ture to vote against the draft law, 
described it as “part of a scenario 
aimed at the breakup of Yugosla- 
via." 

Replying to a question on how 
the military leadership would 
react to the new law, Aksen- 
tijevic told reporters it would 
ignore unilateral legal changes by 
individual states that affect the 
federal aimed forces. 

More than half of the. 180,000- 
strong federal armed force consist 
of conscripts serving for one year. 

Slovenia and its ally Croatia 
have been at odds with the 
Comm uni st-dominated army and 
Serbian republic over the future 
of the federation. 

Slovenia, a republic of 2 mil- 
lion people bordering Austria 
and Italy, and neighbouring 
Croatia want the federation 
transformed into a loose associa- 
tion of independent states. Serbia 
and the army seek the retention 
of the current federal structure. 

In a plebiscite last Dec. 23, 
nearly 90 per cent, of Slovenian 
voters called for full sovereignty 
and independence from Yugosla- 
via within six months. 

Slovenia already has decided to 
cut military service to seven 
months. On average, about 
12,000 Slovenes are drafted into 
the armed forces annually. 


NEW DELHI (R) — Indian 
President Ramaswamy Venk- 
ataraman was struggling Friday to 
break a deadlock between Rajiv 
Gandhi's Congress and other par- 
ties over who should govern India 
until an early general election, 
politicians said. 

Venkata raman has been con- 
sulting constitutional experts and 
receiving leaders of the major 
parties to resolve the issue since 
Prime Minister Chandra Shekhar 
resigned Wednesday. 

Politicians expect polls as early 
as may to elect a prime minister 
to replace Shekhar, who said he 
quit in disgust over the kind of 
support Congress had provided 
his minority government during 
its four months of existence. 

As head of the biggest party in 
parliament. Gandhi hopes to be 
named caretaker prime minister 
to enjoy the advantages of in- 
cumbency during the election 
campaign. Congress sources said. 

Other politicians said Shekhar 
was also staking a claim to be 
caretaker, on grounds of Indian 
parliamentary tradition. 

Shekhar's claim is backed by ail 
other major parties in the frag- 
mented Lok Sabha (lower house 
of parliament), elected in 1989 
polls which ended Congress's 
long hold on power. 

The deadlock has prevented 
parliament from approving a con- 
troversial interim budget which 
Shekhar presented just before he 
quit. It must be passed to fund 
the government from the new 
financial year starting on April 1. 


“We have misgivings about the 
conduct of Congress," Hindu 
political leader Lai Krishan 
Advani said in an interview. 

"They’re trying to seduce peo- 
ple from other parties and on that 
basis form a government." said 
Advani, of the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP). the second largest in 
the Lok Sabha. 

“That's why we want parlia- 
ment dissolved as soon as the 
financial business is over." 

The BJP, like the other parties 
opposing Congress, has promised 
to vote the interim budget 
through — provided Venkatara- 
man promises to dissolve parlia- 
ment immediately afterwards so 
chat an election can be called. 

The Lok Sabha has adjourned 
until Monday. 

BJP leaders met Venkatara- 
man Friday and said they urged 
him to come to a quick decision. 

Shekhar's finance minister, 
Y ash want Sinha, also met the 
president to discuss how to get 
the interm budget passed, Indian 
news agencies said. 

Gandhi's 197 Lok Sabha mem- 
bers kept Shekhar in power. 
Shekhar has only 54 supporters, a 
tenth of the chamber's strength. 

The bitter dissolution of the 
alliance has made Gandhi 
apprehensive of allowing Shekhar 
to govern in the run-up to polls, 
the Congress sources said. 

Shekhar accused Congress in a 
nationally-televised broadcast 
Thursday of behaving irrespons- 
ibly and plunging the country into 
a constitutional crisis. 


Italians seek missing 
Albanian refugee boat 


BRINDISI, Italy (R) Italiarr Vlore. The ships they have taken 
coastguards searched Friday for over are either rusting steamers 
an Albanian fishing boat, with 25 or old fishing boats that hardly 
refugees on board, reported as look seaworthy, 
missing in rough seas after send- Some of the refugees have told 
ing a distress signal during the how they sailed the ships them- 
night. selves although they ’ had no 

"The Nikogjro is at present knowledge of navigation. Italian 
listed as missing, but we really pilot tugs and navy launches have 
have no idea where to look for had to tow many of those vessels 
it,” a coastguard official said at into harbour or lift them off 
the sourthem Italian port of Bari, sandbanks. 

The small boat was part of a Many of the ships are so cram- 
ragtag fleet of ships comman- mc< j with passengers that they list 
deered by thousands of Alba- heav ily as they approach the 
mans trying to flee their improve- 

rished Balkan country and cross Ba ^ coastguards later said a 
the narrow straits Jto Italy. vessel that might be the Nikogjro 

Italian Deputy Pnne Minister ^, at j 5 e en spotted by another ship 
Claudio Martelh said Thursday off the Italain 
most of the Albanians would be “A patrol plane is now heading 
sent back. The full Italian cabinet for ^ w its iden tity. 
was due to meet later Friday to It seems be the same type as 
discuss the emergency. * the missing vessel and there are 

The exodus has caught Italian not gjj tHat many boats out tbere, 
authorities unprepared and in the^ ^ we ^ for m at thc 
port of Brindisi hundreds of him- - momenti ” an official said, 
gry Albanians fought with police 


early Friday morning as they 
stampeded towards relief workers 
handing out bread and milk. 

Thousands of refugees had to 
spend the night in the open on the 
dockside in Brindisi, sleeping 
under sheets of plastic. 

An Italian Navy patrol plane 
flew over the Adriatic at dawn to 
try and spot the Nikogjor, which 
Lloyds Shipping Information in 
London had reported as sinking 
off Bari. 

They said the search was com- 
plicated by the fact the vessel had 
given conflicting information on 
its position. 

“Maybe the people sailing this 
boat don't know how to take 
readings properaly or mabve with 
these rough' seas they just can’t 
give a bearing, but it makes it 
very difficult for us to know in 
which area it is meant to be," an 
official said. 

Up to 15,000 refugees have 
made the crossing to Italy in the 
past week from the southern 
Albanian ports of Durres and 


The reported sighting turned 
out to be a false trail but coast- 
guards said they bad monitored a 
radio message from the missing 
ship, showing it had not sunk. 

We still do not know where the 
Nikogjro is, but we did pick up a 
brief radio message it sent to the 
Albanian port of Durres an hour 
ago.” an official said. 

He said a second patrol plane 
had joined inthe search and that 
the whole southern coast was now 
being combed. 

Severe food shortages and poli- 
tical turmoil at home, coupled 
with increased contacts with the 
outside world, have provided the 
impetus for a new mass exodus of 
Albanians, diplomats and local 
journalists say. 

“People are obsessed with the 
idea of getting out of the coun- 
try,” an Albanian journalist said 
by telephone. “It’s like a disease, 
a plague. 

“They see how little they earn, 
and how tittle they can buy with 
it, and say: “What’s the point?" 


Congress appeared to have 
forced Shekhar to resign when it 
walked out of parliament Tues- 
day. accusing the government of ' 
posting two policemen at Gan- 
dhi’s house to keep a watch on 
him. 

Gandhi has said he did not 
expect Shekhar to resign. 

Some senior Congress politi- 
cians say the party is not ready to 
face elections now. 

But Gandhi, son of assassin- 
ated Prime Minister Indira Gan- 
dhi, said Thursday: "We have not 
staked a claim (to govern) ... we 
are ready, today, tomoTTOw, any 
time, for elections.” 

Kashmri kidnappers 
free hostage 

SRINAGAR (AP) — A parlia- 
ment member's daughter, kid- 
napped 10 days ago while pre- 
gnant with her second child, was 
reunited with her family Friday 
after the government reportedly 
freed five jailed Kashmiri Muslim 
militants. 

Naheeda Akhtar, 30, collapsed 
and fainted in the arms of her 
husband and his parents when 
police delivered her to her home 
at 11 a.m. (0530 GMT) Friday. 

She declined to answer ques- 
tions about her captivity, saying 
“I don*t know anything." 

The Jammu-Kashmir Students 
Liberation Front had claimed re- 
sponsibility for Mrs. Akhtar's 
abduction and had demanded the 
government release five com- 
rades in exchange for her free- 
dom. 


Benin 
president 
may reject 
election 
results 

CONTONOU, Benin (AP) — 
President Mathieu Kerekou has 
raised fears he wall not accept 
the results of Sunday’s pres- 
idential election by saying he will 
intervene if the balloting appears 
rigged or is marred by violence. 

Kerekou supporters already 
have stoned supporters of his 
opponents and ransacked the 
office of the leading opposing 
candidate. Rumours of planned 
assassination attempts on the 
president's opponents have swept 
the country. 

Opponents say Kerekou has 
been spreading the rumours to 
create a climate that will permit 
him to stay in power. 

Nicephore Soglo, prime minis- 
ter of the transition government 
Kerekou was forced- to set up a 
year ago, urged Benin voters to 
ignore the pre-election violence 
and rumours. 

In a radio address Thursday 
night, Soglo said, “regrettable 
incidents have occurred, which 
we have all deplored, and with 
us, the whole world, which has its 
eyes fixed on our democratic 
experiment."' 

Soglo added the security of 
voters would be guaranteed and 
they should “rise up. Do not 
allow auayone to bring you back 
to your knees again. ... Go and 
vote for the candidate of your 
choice, freely, in keeping with 
your soul and conscience. That is 
the price of your freedom. Be not 
afraid.” 

Western diplomats said Thurs- 
day that Kerekou’s threat, in a 
statement released the day be- 
fore, supported suspicions he wfll 
not step down if defeated in the 
voting. 



Salvadoreans to elect new legislature 


SAN SALVADOR (AP) — Sal- 
vadoreans Sunday choose a new 
legislature and munidpaJ author- 
ities in elections that, for the first 
time in the 11 -year-old civil war, 
are free from guerrilla threats of 
violence. 

Because of an expanded electo- 
rate and a broad range of ideolo- 
gical options, Sunday's vote could 
be the most participatory in this 
small Central American nation's 
history. 

The leftist Farabondo Marti 
liberation Front, an insurgent 
army known as the FMLN. has 
declared a weekend truce. 

The rebels have denounced as 
“illegitimate” five previous 
nationwide elections since 1982, 
maintaining they were part of a 
U.S. orchestrated counter- 
insurgency project. 

The FMLN has marked pre- 
vious days with increased attacks, 
augmented sabotage of electic 
infrastructure and road transport, 
bans that have hampered voter 
turnout. 

But Leonel Gonzalez, one of 
the top insurgent commanders, 
said last month: “This election 
takes place in a completely diffe- 
rent framework. We welcome the 
effort being made by the opposi- 


tion parties. If the result of the 
election is that the opposition 
wins a majority in the legislature, 
that will favour the process of 
negotiating peace. 

For the past 12 months, the 
rebels and the rightist govern- 
ment of President Alfredo Cris- 
tiani have held peace talks under 
the auspices of the United Na- 
tions. 

The FMLN, after years of pur- 
suing military victory, has public- 
ly acknowledged that it cannot 
defeat the U.S.-backed armed 
forces and that its objectives have 
changed. 

Rebeca Palacios, a top guerril- 
la commander who recently left 
the battlefield to join the FMLN’s 
Mexico-based political- 
diplomatical commission, said the 
aimed struggle has reached a 
point of diminishing returns. 

“We must make an inventory, 
take our profit and leave onr 
investment,” she said in an inter- 
• view this week in Mexico. Dis- 
avowing the original FMLN goal 
of taking power, she said the 
current objective is “to reach 
negotiated accords that provide 
us reasonable advantages and to 
reach a ceasefire.” 

She said the revolutionary 


movement foresees a near future 
of political, rather than military, 
competition. 

“This is already under way, 
with the participation of leftist 
forces in the political process. It is 
necessary to rethink things, to 
construct the political offensive,’' 
she said. 

She said the FMLN’s eventual 
political participation “will not be 
as a Marxist party, which is bank- 
rupt, but will be something 
beyond the five guerrilla orga- 
nisations — broader and not 
necessarily even led by the 
FMLN — that wfll put forth a 
project of political concertation.” 

Cristian’s Republican 
Nationalist Alliance, or Arena, 
enjoys a majority .in the current 
legislature. 

The latest poll by the presti- 
gious Public Opinion Institute of 
the Central American University 
gave Arena 28.8 per cent of the 
vote and the combined opposi- 
tion 23_5 per cent. 

The undecided vote — 27.2 per 
cent of the electorate on March 2 
— is considered the key to 
whether Arena retains its legisla- 
tive majority. 

A registration drive has in- 
creased the electorate from 1.3 


million in 1989 presidential bal- 
loting to 2.15 million eligible for 
Sunday’s vote. 

The Nationalist Democratic 
Union, a party with a traditional 
Communist style, is participating 
for She first time since 1977. The 
centrist Christian Democrats, 
who governed from 1984-89, are 
in second place behind Arena in 
the university poll, followed by a 
left-leaning coalition called the 
Democratic Convergence. 

Shafick Handal, one of the 
FMLN’s top five commanders, 
told the Associated Press in Mex- 
ico this week that participation of 
leftist parties means “that for the . 
first time there is a possibility that 
the legislative assembly is not 
part of the counter-insurgency." 

Labour federations traditional- 
ly aligned with the FMLN have 
encouraged their members — 
most of whom boycotted previous 
elections — to cast their ballot for 
the convergence. 

More than a dozen organisa- 
tions, including several U.S.- 
based groups, are set to monitor 
the elections. The largest delega- 
tion, 160 members, is from tire 
Organisation of American States 
(OAS). 


Man out of coma 
after 8 years, 
identifies attackers 

HIGH POINT, North Carolina 
(AP) — A man who had been 
comatose since be was beaten 
eight years ago has regained con- 
sciousness and given authorities 
the names of his attackers. Con- 
ley Holbrook, 26, Tuesday said 
he felt “all right.” Holbrook 
knew exactly what to say when be 
came out of the coma on Feb. 26. 
He looked at his modier and said 
“Momma.” He then gave the 
names of the two people who 
beat him on the head with a log 
on Nov. 27, 1982. The people he 
named are relatives of his family. 
No arrests had been made early 
Tuesday, said the Davidson 
County’ Sheriff's Department. 
Holbrook said friends, relatives 
and reporters had been calling to 
talk since he was released from a 
hospital Monday. Until last 
week, Holbrook couldn't speak. 
He could open his eyes and smile 
but wasn’t aware of anything and 
was bedridden and in the con- 
stant care of relatives. The recov- 
ery occurred while Holbrook was 
being treated for pneumonia at 
Lexington Memorial Hospital, 
bis mother said in an interview 
published in the High Point En- 
terprise. She said her son was 
assaulted in the front yard of the 
family's home in Linwobd. “We 
kind of knew all along who it was 
that did it,” Mrs. Hobrook said. 
“I just had to wait until Conley 
told me.” “This has shocked ev- 
erybody,” said Holbrook’s 29- 
year-old brother, Glenn. “I was 
astonished," Mrs. Holbrook said. 
“I never gave up on him. This is 
just a miracle. It’s good to have 
him home talking.” 

Daughter finds 
birth mother 
is co-worker 

ROANOKE. Virginia (AP) — A 
daughter's search for the woman 
who gave birth to her 22 years 
ago ended at the convenience 
store where she works, when she 
discovered she had been working 
alongside her mother for she 
months. Tammy Harris, who was 
adopted at age 2, searched for her 
natural mother for a year before 
discovering it was her friend at 
work, Joyce Schultz. Three 
weeks ago, Ms. Schultz, 44, over- 
heard Ms. Harris complaining ab- 
out the difficulty of getting in- 
formation about her natural pa- 
rents. Ms. Harris brought out her 
birth certificate, and Ms. Schultz, 
who had been looking for her 
children, knew she had found her 
daughter. Afraid to say anything, 
she asked Ms. Harris for a baby 
picture. The picture of the little 
gui matched the pictures Ms. 
Schultz had of her daughter. Ms. 
Schultz said she has searched for 
her daughter and two sons since 
the children were taken from her 
by state officials. She was deemed 
an unfit mother, but would not 
say what reasons the state gave 
for taking her children away. Ms. 
Schultz still didn't say anything 
for days, explaining, “I was 
frightened she might not like 
me." But Ms. Harris, Who won- 
dered why her co-worker had 
asked for the baby picture, even- 
tually asked Ms. Schultz point- 
blank: "Are you my mother?” 
When Ms. Schultz said yes, “I 
just fell into her arms. It felt so 
natural,” Ms. Harris said. “We 
held on for the longest time.” 
Mother and daughter lived two 
streets apart for the past two 
years. They plan to search 
together for Ms. Harris’ brothers. 
Tim and Terry. 

Police capture 
fugitive llama 

SCHIEDAM, Netherlands (AP) 
— An escaped llama fought 
Dutch police for 90 minutes, spit- 
ting in an officer's face and Jtick- 
ing.a dent in his patrol car before 
it was finally taken into custody, 
police said. The South American 
a nimal jumped its fence and ran 
to a busy intersection in this 
Rotterdam suburb, according to 
Schiedam Police spokesman Jan 
Van Hoff. Five officers were dis- 
patched to the scene but found 
the animal "just wouldn’t 
budge,” he said. They finally tied 
a rope to the llama's muzzle and 
tried to haul it off die road to 
safety. Van Hoff said. But that’s 
when trouble really started. The 
enraged llama spar at police and 
damaged a patrol car, setting off 
a 90-minute street battle involv- 
ing mounted police reinforce- 
ments’ and as many as eight bys- 
tanders, Van Hoff said. Like the 
camel to which it is related, the 
llama counts on spitting as its first 


The reluctant detainee was finally 
shoved into a cattle truck and 
returned to its owner. Van Hoff 
said. Neither the police nor the 
Uama were Injured, he said 






